
From Lumen Gentium, the Second Vatican Council’s Dogmatic Constitution on the Church 

13. All men are called to belong to the new people of God. Wherefore this people, while remaining 
one and only one, is to be spread throughout the whole world and must exist in all ages, so that the 
decree of God's will may be fulfilled. In the beginning God made human nature one and decreed 
that all His children, scattered as they were, would finally be gathered together as one. It was for this 
purpose that God sent His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, that be might be teacher, 
king and priest of all, the head of the new and universal people of the sons of God. For this too 
God sent the Spirit of His Son as Lord and Life-giver. He it is who brings together the whole 
Church and each and every one of those who believe, and who is the well-spring of their unity in the 
teaching of the apostles and in fellowship, in the breaking of bread and in prayers. 

It follows that though there are many nations there is but one people of God, which takes its 
citizens from every race, making them citizens of a kingdom which is of a heavenly rather than of an 
earthly nature. All the faithful, scattered though they be throughout the world, are in communion 
with each other in the Holy Spirit, and so, he who dwells in Rome knows that the people of India 
are his members". Since the kingdom of Christ is not of this world the Church or people of God in 
establishing that kingdom takes nothing away from the temporal welfare of any people. On the 
contrary it fosters and takes to itself, insofar as they are good, the ability, riches and customs in 
which the genius of each people expresses itself. Taking them to itself it purifies, strengthens, 
elevates and ennobles them. The Church in this is mindful that she must bring together the nations 
for that king to whom they were given as an inheritance, and to whose city they bring gifts and 
offerings. This characteristic of universality which adorns the people of God is a gift from the Lord 
Himself. By reason of it, the Catholic Church strives constantly and with due effect to bring all 
humanity and all its possessions back to its source In Christ, with Him as its head and united in His 
Spirit.  

… 

All men are called to be part of this catholic unity of the people of God which in promoting 
universal peace presages it. And there belong to or are related to it in various ways, the Catholic 
faithful, all who believe in Christ, and indeed the whole of mankind, for all men are called by the 
grace of God to salvation. 

14. This Sacred Council wishes to turn its attention firstly to the Catholic faithful. Basing itself upon 
Sacred Scripture and Tradition, it teaches that the Church, now sojourning on earth as an exile, is 
necessary for salvation. Christ, present to us in His Body, which is the Church, is the one Mediator 
and the unique way of salvation. In explicit terms He Himself affirmed the necessity of faith and 
baptism and thereby affirmed also the necessity of the Church, for through baptism as through a 
door men enter the Church. Whosoever, therefore, knowing that the Catholic Church was made 
necessary by Christ, would refuse to enter or to remain in it, could not be saved. 

They are fully incorporated in the society of the Church who, possessing the Spirit of Christ accept 
her entire system and all the means of salvation given to her, and are united with her as part of her 
visible bodily structure and through her with Christ, who rules her through the Supreme Pontiff and 
the bishops. The bonds which bind men to the Church in a visible way are profession of faith, the 
sacraments, and ecclesiastical government and communion. He is not saved, however, who, though 
part of the body of the Church, does not persevere in charity. He remains indeed in the bosom of 
the Church, but, as it were, only in a "bodily" manner and not "in his heart." All the Church's 
children should remember that their exalted status is to be attributed not to their own merits but to 
the special grace of Christ. If they fail moreover to respond to that grace in thought, word and deed, 
not only shall they not be saved but they will be the more severely judged. 



Catechumens who, moved by the Holy Spirit, seek with explicit intention to be incorporated into 
the Church are by that very intention joined with her. With love and solicitude Mother Church 
already embraces them as her own. 

15. The Church recognizes that in many ways she is linked with those who, being baptized, are 
honored with the name of Christian, though they do not profess the faith in its entirety or do not 
preserve unity of communion with the successor of Peter. For there are many who honor Sacred 
Scripture, taking it as a norm of belief and a pattern of life, and who show a sincere zeal. They 
lovingly believe in God the Father Almighty and in Christ, the Son of God and Saviour. They are 
consecrated by baptism, in which they are united with Christ. They also recognize and accept other 
sacraments within their own Churches or ecclesiastical communities. Many of them rejoice in the 
episcopate, celebrate the Holy Eucharist and cultivate devotion toward the Virgin Mother of God. 
They also share with us in prayer and other spiritual benefits. Likewise we can say that in some real 
way they are joined with us in the Holy Spirit, for to them too He gives His gifts and graces whereby 
He is operative among them with His sanctifying power. Some indeed He has strengthened to the 
extent of the shedding of their blood. In all of Christ's disciples the Spirit arouses the desire to be 
peacefully united, in the manner determined by Christ, as one flock under one shepherd, and He 
prompts them to pursue this end. Mother Church never ceases to pray, hope and work that this may 
come about. She exhorts her children to purification and renewal so that the sign of Christ may 
shine more brightly over the face of the earth. 

16. Finally, those who have not yet received the Gospel are related in various ways to the people of 
God. In the first place we must recall the people to whom the testament and the promises were 
given and from whom Christ was born according to the flesh. On account of their fathers this 
people remains most dear to God, for God does not repent of the gifts He makes nor of the calls 
He issues. But the plan of salvation also includes those who acknowledge the Creator. In the first 
place amongst these there are the Muslims, who, professing to hold the faith of Abraham, along 
with us adore the one and merciful God, who on the last day will judge mankind. Nor is God far 
distant from those who in shadows and images seek the unknown God, for it is He who gives to all 
men life and breath and all things, and as Saviour wills that all men be saved. Those also can attain 
to salvation who through no fault of their own do not know the Gospel of Christ or His Church, yet 
sincerely seek God and moved by grace strive by their deeds to do His will as it is known to them 
through the dictates of conscience. Nor does Divine Providence deny the helps necessary for 
salvation to those who, without blame on their part, have not yet arrived at an explicit knowledge of 
God and with His grace strive to live a good life. Whatever good or truth is found amongst them is 
looked upon by the Church as a preparation for the Gospel. She knows that it is given by Him who 
enlightens all men so that they may finally have life. But often men, deceived by the Evil One, have 
become vain in their reasonings and have exchanged the truth of God for a lie, serving the creature 
rather than the Creator. Or some there are who, living and dying in this world without God, are 
exposed to final despair. Wherefore to promote the glory of God and procure the salvation of all of 
these, and mindful of the command of the Lord, "Preach the Gospel to every creature", the Church 
fosters the missions with care and attention. 

 


