
A Message from Fr. Leandro "Lines" Dela Cruz

Dear Parishioners and Friends,

The human race has had a long-standing love affair with salt. We love it so that we
often eat much more than is good for us. Other spices we can take or leave, but salt is
almost necessary. A saltless diet is bland and uninteresting. In ancient times Roman
soldiers were paid with salt, and to this day we talk of the money we earn as “salt
money.” Our English word “salary” is derived from salis, the Latin word for salt.

On the other hand, salt is an astringent. Rubbed into an open wound, it stings.

Just what did Jesus mean when He called His followers the “salt of the earth?” Did He
mean that they would be esteemed for their goodness, sought after and beloved by the
world? Or did He mean that they would be in the world as an irritant, making wounds
smart, refusing to let the world get comfortable with its wounds?

We would all prefer the former function. But some of Christianity’s finest hours have
been of the latter kind.



Jesus warned us to distrust the world’s approval. “Woe to you, when all speak well of
you. Their fathers treated the false prophets in just this way,” (Luke 6:26).

The Christian is not a rebel for rebellion’s sake. Where possible, the Christian will
contribute to the peace and stability of society. But the Christian will not shrink, either,
from calling the world to task for its sinfulness. It is frightening to step out of line, to
brave the disapproval of the world, even its hatred. We would be foolish indeed to
shoulder that responsibility on our own initiative. Yet where the Spirit leads, we must,
even if tremblingly, follow.

In honor of the feast day of Saint Blaise, Feb. 3, the Saint who protects from ailments
of the throat, we will have the blessing of throats AFTER all Masses on the weekend of
February 4 & 5. “Through the intercession of St. Blaise, bishop and martyr, may God
deliver you from every disease of the throat and all other illnesses, in the name of the
Holy Trinity. Amen”

February 11, Saturday, is the feast day of Our Lady of Lourdes. On this day, we
celebrate World Day of the Sick. We will have a special Mass celebrated for the sick at
9am. We invite those who are sick and those who care for them to attend in-person or
livestreamed for this Healing Mass. The Sacrament of Anointing of the sick will be
administered after communion to those who want to receive it.

On the weekend of February 11 & 12, we invite all married couples to renew their
sacred marital vows to each other as we celebrate World Day of Marriage at all
Masses.

God loves you.


