
Dear Parishioners and Friends,

Time, despite its elusive essence, preoccupies us. We either have too much of it or not enough.
We are pressed to buy it as well as to spend it, to kill it as well as to save it; it can be lost but it
can also be found. The Scriptures remind us that the time of salvation is now. Now is the time to
repent. Now is the time to accept the good news of Jesus Christ.

In a hurry or just pining away?

Most of us manage to commit two great sins against the gift of time, or the gift of the present
moment. First, we pass it away. Many of us are very good at waiting for the right time to enjoy
life. We pass up a million nows only to discover too late that now is all we have. One of our most
abiding frustrations is built on the expectation that some day the right time will arrive for us – the
time when we will not be in a hurry, or when we will be able to enjoy the moments of existence
with sufficient shield for our own vulnerability to illness, loss or disappointment. The time will
come we promise ourselves, when we will be safe with the best of our treasure, with integrity
and faith and love, in some place where they will no longer be constantly tested.

But, of course, that moment has already arrived. It is now.

The second one is the sin of busyness. We all know a man or woman who is constantly active,
working very hard, and perhaps achieving little else than a kind of holy exhaustion. Rest,
relaxation and time for reflection are absent from such person’s lives. Such busyness is
frequently a cover-up by people who may be afraid to think about what is really important in their
spiritual development.

Advent can be a time of great busyness because of the Christmas rush, but the Church also
offers us the opportunity for serious reflection. Advent, like life itself, is a season full of
contradictions. We are forced to do many things – choir practice, shopping, etc. – but we are
also asked to think about the meaning of Christ’s coming in the world. It is a balancing act that is
difficult to keep up but it is worth the try.

I hope everyone had a great Thanksgiving with your family and friends. Know that I give thanks
to the Almighty for you, dear parishioners of Saint Ann. You are such a blessing to me. It is with
great joy and overwhelming gratitude I have in my heart to serve as pastor to this wonderful
parish.

God Loves You.


