
    Dear Friends, 
 

“And a voice from heaven said, 

‘This is my beloved Son  

with whom I am well pleased.’” 
[Matthew 3.17] 

 

“Rising very early before dawn, 

he left and went off to 

a deserted place, where he prayed.” 
[Mark 1.35] 

 

 

In our recent celebration of the Baptism of the Lord, Christ is called ‘beloved’ by his Father. 

The Feast inaugurates the ministry and mission of Christ. As Christ begins he knows that he is 

confirmed and loved. 

This is of great importance, for God’s love and care will serve as a great reservoir on which 

Christ draws. He will need it and we see it evident throughout his ministry. The clearest evidence 

is prayer. 

Thus the second quote above from Mark’s gospel. He rises early to pray because his Father 

is at the center of his life and prayer is the connection. All Christ’s ministry – teaching, healing, 

successes and sufferings find their root in his prayer. 

It seems like an obvious connection often quoted in spiritual literature. What we ‘do’ is 

intimately connected with how we ‘pray’. A unique connection exists between the two. Prayer 

alone leads to isolation. Ministry without prayer leads to doing nice things. 

Ultimately Jesus comes to see how he is known and loved. We are called to this same 

awareness and it always comes to us in the midst of our humanity. 

 

How has Jesus loved us? He loved us when we were wallowing in sin; he loved us stained, 

perhaps hostile, displeasing and rebellious, hard-hearted and, without a doubt, egoistic and 

disdainful of his love. 

…He loved us when we were prostrate in our wretchedness. He loved us in order to raise 

us up to himself, to unite us to his greatness in a binding embrace, to fuse our hearts with his, so 

that our souls might be his friends his, spouses, his children, his parents. He loves us in order to 

reveal his secrets to us, to share with us all that is his, to give us his spirit, to inebriate with his 

love, to give us his own life and happiness. [Archbishop Luis Martinez] 

 

   Sincerely, 

   Father Beaudin 

 

 

A Thought During Ordinary Time 
  

The prayer of surrender … involves the ongoing practice of opening our hands to God and 

releasing ourselves and others to him in a way that permits grace to move. It includes … giving 

up our attempts to control people and events by intentionally giving them to God. And it 

encompasses yielding our will to God’s providential will through faith.  [JUDY LANDRIEU KLEIN] 


