
 

ARCHDIOCESE OF OTTAWA 

GUIDE FOR WASTE MANAGEMENT AT PARISH EVENTS 

 

Parish Events 

Parishes and Catholic organizations celebrate many events on both a 

large scale and on a small scale.  Care for God’s creation is an important 

value as we make decisions regarding the food and drinks we choose, 

the dishware and cutlery we use, and how we dispose of waste.   Large 

events may include a parish dinner, volunteer appreciation day, annual 

parish social event, pancake breakfast, etc.   Small events may include 

workshops, committee meetings, and small group socials where 

refreshments and snacks are served. 

Parish Garbage Collection 

In their pastoral letter Our Relationship with the Environment:  The Need for Conversion, our Canadian Bishops 

state, “Growing numbers of individuals are agreeing to make personal efforts in favour of the environment, which 

includes decreasing and recycling waste.”  Parishes which make that effort send a strong signal to parishioners, 

especially children and youth that they care for them and future generations. 

Recycling and the separation of food scraps and other organic materials for collection have immense benefits for 

the land, the water and the air. Sustainable lifestyles protect the gifts of the earth for us and for future 

generations. Returning organic waste to the soil is easy to do 

(http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=qYJuZRdOM6k). 

Parishes may include recycling as part of their waste collection contract with private companies or with their 

municipality.  For example, parishes in Ottawa may participate in the city’s Yellow Bag Program 

(http://ottawa.ca/en/node/266131/index.html#P24_1135) that includes no charge for use of the blue box, black 

box and green bin.  A parish can save a lot of money as little goes to landfill for which there is a relatively small 

charge ($3.55 per yellow bag). 

 

 “To do’s” Before an Event 

1. Become familiar with your municipality’s recycling program or your contract with a private company to 

identify choices that allow for re-use, recycling, or green bin composting.   For example, the City of Ottawa 

provides the Waste Explorer online (http://ottawa.ca/en/residents/garbage-and-recycling/garbage-

collection/waste-explorer) as an aid. 

2. Consider your choice of food and drinks.  Choose locally sourced and fair trade products where possible. 

Purchase products in containers that may be recycled/composted 

(http://ottawa.ca/en/residents/garbage-and-recycling/garbage-collection/waste-explorer)).  Use tap 

water rather than bottled water as it is safer and much better for the environment. 

3. Use reusable/washable dinnerware and utensils where possible.  Disposable plates, glasses, cups should 

be made from plastic that is allowed in the blue box or from paper that is allowed in the green bin when 

disposable items are required. 
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4. Prepare the containers (blue/black boxes, green bin) by attaching a list of items, or a picture of items to 

each container to help ensure waste is put in the proper container. An additional container may be 

required for waste that cannot be put in the blue/black boxes or green bin.   A list of items or pictures of 

items that cannot be recycled can be attached to this waste container.  The person overseeing the waste 

process should wear gloves in order to move waste to its proper container if placed incorrectly.  

5. Prepare an announcement to be used at the beginning of the event.  Everyone should be informed that all 

waste is to be put into the proper containers with an expression of appreciation to all who prepare the 

food and all who oversee the management of waste. 

6. Assign responsibilities to volunteers for waste management during and following the event.  Volunteers 

are to be sought and trained in advance regarding waste disposal protocol.  Provide biodegradable food 

gloves to volunteers overseeing the process so that they may ensure proper placement of items. 

 

At the Event 

1. Kitchen staff and/or the event organizers ensure that all packaging 

materials (e.g. boxes, cartons, etc.) are sorted and placed in the 

appropriate recycling containers. 

2. Set up one or two waste stations (blue box, black box, green bin) for 

large events, one for smaller events.  No other containers should be 

available outside the waste stations.   

3. Make an announcement thanking those who have prepared the food 

and those who are ensuring appropriate waste management at the 

event.  It may be noted in the announcement that the goal is to 

minimize waste going to landfill, that full cooperation is appreciated 

and that volunteers are at each waste station to ensure proper 

disposal.  A list or a photo of items that go into each container can be 

attached to the container to help ensure accuracy of placement. 

4. Volunteers stand at each waste station to ensure that waste is properly disposed of, and where necessary, 

move misplaced waste to the proper container.  

After the Event 

1. Review with those involved what worked and what can be done to improve waste collection at the next 

event.   If all events are handled this way parishioners will become familiar with the waste management 

process such that it reflects the lifestyle of the parish.  Over time only minimal supervision of the 

containers will be required during the event. 

2. On the date of waste pickup, ensure that all waste including recycling and green bin containers are ready 

for pickup at the proper location. 

 


