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And in the past...

Today...



◆ MARY, THE MOTHER 
OF JESUS
Tomie dePaola, beloved author and 
illustrator of children’s books, presents 
a splendid depiction of the life of Mary 
that will touch the heart of every child, 
and adult. His beautifully written and 
illustrated episodes draw on the Bible 
and Church tradition to portray the 
woman chosen to bring the Savior into 
the world, and will inspire a lifelong love 
for and devotion to Mary.
6MARYH . . . 32 pp, Hardcover, $14.99

◆ SAINT JOSEPH: Watch Over My
Family — In his great redemptive plan 
for humanity,  God chose Joseph, a just 
man, to be the guardian of Mary and Je-
sus. With this delightful, inspiring and 
beautifully illustrated book, children will 
learn about and grow closer to Saint Jo-
seph. � ey will also learn to ask for the 
powerful intercession  and protection of 
this humble man, who always put Jesus 
and Mary � rst in his life.   
6 SJWFH . . . 56 pp, Hardcover, $13.99

◆ THE INTERIOR CASTLE
Based on St. Teresa of Avila’s spiritual 
classic, this enchantingly adapted tale 
tells the story about a boy’s journey into 
the riches of prayer. Sure to captivate and 
inspire readers of all ages, this engaging 
story promises an amazing journey its 
readers will never forget! It wonderfully 
combines a dramatic adventure with rich 
spirituality and gorgeous illustrations. 
6ICH . . . 72 pp, Hardcover, $15.99

◆ JUNIPERO SERRA
In this beautifully illustrated book, join 
the founding father of California on his 
amazing journey and experience his 
saintly missionary zeal that led to the es-
tablishment of the 21 Catholic missions 
in California. His presence and work are 
still very much alive through these beau-
tiful missions that are visited by millions 
of people every year.
6 JSH . . . 36 pp, Hardcover, $14.99

◆ JESUS, I ADORE YOU
How do we adore God who shares his 
divine presence with us in the Blessed 
Sacrament? � is beautiful book teaches 
children what Eucharistic Adoration is, 
the ways they can practice Adoration, 
and suggestions for lovely prayers and 
words to use in Adoration. It draws on 
beautiful words from Scripture, and in-
spiring prayers from various saints.
6JAYH . . . 64 pp, Hardcover, $13.99

◆ PETOOK, THE ROOSTER
WHO MET JESUS
Tomie dePaola and Caryll Houselander 
tell the classic story of a snowy white 
rooster who encounters a kind, mysteri-
ous young boy that caresses his newborn 
chicks, and years later experiences the 
death and resurrection of that boy as a 
grown-up man.  � e artful storytelling 
and delightful illustrations invite young 
readers to enter into a relationship with 
the One who longs to care for us all.
6PETH . . . 32 pp, Hardcover, $14.99

www.ignatius.com

P.O. Box 1339, Ft. Collins, CO 80522 (800) 651-1531

◆ THE SPIRIT OF HIAWATHA
Demi, acclaimed children’s author and 
illustrator, tells the moving story of 
Hiawatha, the great leader of the Iro-
quois who brought the tribes together to 
restore peace and to unify his people. A 
true peacemaker, he prepared the way for 
the Gospel to spread in North America. 
An engaging, colorful story that sets the 
scene for the missionary work of the 
heroic Jesuits of the 17th century! 
SOHH . . . 48 pp, Hardcover, $15.99

◆ HOLY MYSTERIES!
This intriguing and fun book investi-
gates 12 mysterious, inexplicable cases 
that happened in the history of the 
Catholic faith, some which still continue 
to remain today. � ese cases study the 
mysteries connected with the sun danc-
ing at Fatima, the face on the Shroud of 
Turin, saints who are incorrupt, the im-
age of Our Lady of Guadalupe on Juan 
Diego’s tilma, a Eucharistic miracle, and 
much more!     
6HMYSH . . . 80 pp, Hardcover, $16.99

INSPIRATION & BEAUTY FOR CHILDREN
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National Chaplain’s Message
Bishop R. Walker Nickless

M
Y DEAR SISTERS IN CHRIST,

The Holy Spirit is the burning 

fire of divine love. When we are 

baptized, this fire is placed in our heart. 

This is symbolized by the baptismal candle, 

lit from the Easter Candle, which itself 

symbolizes Christ our Savior, who sends us 

the Holy Spirit to unite us to Himself. Our 

parents and godparents are enjoined to 

“keep this fire burning brightly,” so that we, 

in turn, might burn with the same fire. Like 

the burning bush, this fire does not consume 

what it burns, but magnifies and purifies it. 

And like Moses who could not keep away, those whose 

interior flame of divine love burns brightly attract others 

and help lead them to God.

There is another fire in every heart, the fire of self-love, 

kindled by the original sin of our first parents. It burns 

fiercely, quick and hot, as a result of our personal sins. Its 

heat and light are easy to mistake for the divine fire and 

may appear attractive at first glance. This fire does consume 

what feeds it, ultimately destroying it, and us. This fire 

greedily demands more and more fuel through our habitual 

sins, even small ones, keeping us fascinated and entrapped, 

unless saved by Jesus’s grace. 

As Catholic Daughters and as disciples of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, we want of course to feed the divine, purifying fire of 

the Holy Spirit more than the selfish, destructive fire of self-

love. Wisdom and love can help us distinguish and separate 

these two interior fires, and, therefore, become better 

companions, servants, and examples to those around us.

Wisdom is one of the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit, given 

in Baptism and strengthened in Confirmation. Wisdom 

involves seeing below the surface of things, distinguishing 

the movement of the heart towards the presence of God in 

our life, or recognizing and embracing the heart of another. 

Pope Saint Leo the Great often urged, “Love what God 

loves!” Wisdom allows us to recognize and respond to what 

God loves, in the details of our daily life.

Like all virtues, wisdom gets stronger the more we use it. 

We can exercise it regularly in our prayer – not so much our 

vocal and intercessory prayers, which exercise the virtues 

of piety and charity, but rather our silent or meditative 

prayer, the prayer of listening to God, for example in 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament or in “Lectio Divina” 

(reflective meditation) with the Sacred Scriptures. We can 

also exercise wisdom in the regular examination of our own 

heart. What are we choosing to love? Are we loving it for 

its own sake, or merely instrumentally or, worse, selfishly? 

What holds us back from recognizing and loving what God 

loves, in the details of our daily life? As we 

grow in wisdom regarding our own heart, 

we can also learn to perceive God’s grace in 

others’ hearts, and ultimately to help them, 

too, love what God loves.

Wisdom, however, can be dangerous. It is 

“sharper than a two-edged sword, piercing 

between soul and spirit, between joint and 

marrow.” (Heb 4:12) When we pursue and 

exercise the holy gift of wisdom, we run 

the risk of seeing our sins and faults as they 

really are. We risk no longer being able to 

excuse our small, habitual sins as necessary 

or unimportant. We risk realizing that we stand always at 

the foot of the Cross, where Jesus our Savior, dying for love 

of us poor sinners, looks deep into our heart and soul. We 

risk, in short, actually letting the fire of divine love purify 

us of our sins.

In the end, this Love, the love which is God, the love 

which saves us from hell, is what we all truly want and 

need. Both the divine and the selfish fires within us are fed 

by love – the one by loving what God loves, the other by 

loving what we choose to love, what makes us feel good, 

rather than what is truly good. Remember Jesus’s response 

to the question of which was the greatest commandment: 

“You must love the Lord your God with your whole heart, 

and your whole soul, and your whole mind. This is the first 

and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: Love 

your neighbor as yourself.” (Mt 22:37-9) 

We cannot, however, “serve two masters.” (Mt 6:24) We 

cannot love God and neighbor whole-heartedly, while at 

the same time clinging to sinful self-love here and there. 

We must choose which flame to feed. And we must make 

this choice over and over again, every day, every minute, 

every second. If we do not choose God alone, we will be 

like the rich man who did not follow Jesus, because he had 

many possessions. (see Mt 19:22)

My dear sisters in Christ, do not turn away from following 

Jesus! You have been given the priceless gift of faith, and 

the divine fire of the Holy Spirit yet burns in you. Choose 

the path of Wisdom and Love, where our Savior has already 

trod and leads us forward in our holy vocations. Keep God’s 

holy flame burning brightly within you!

Please pray for me, and for each other, and know that I 

pray frequently for all of you. May God bless you all most 

abundantly; faithful Catholic Daughters!

Your brother in Christ,

Most Reverend R. Walker Nickless

Bishop of Sioux City

Most Reverend 
R. Walker Nickless
National Chaplain
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W
e are all created in the image and likeness of God to love God 

and our neighbor. And we are created for a purpose. So, what 

is my call? God has granted every person a spiritual gift in 

order to edify and build up the church and one another. As a believer 

in Christ, we become a part of the body of Christ and a member of his 

body. Why is this significant? It is significant because every member of 

a body has a function to fulfill and a duty to fulfill.

We often say God is love. St. John tells us: we are created by love to 

love. God knows the intentions of our heart and whether it belongs 

to Him or not. The first commandment reminds us to put nothing 

before God. “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?’ 

Jesus replied: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 

your soul and with all your mind.” And this is the first and the greatest 

commandment. And second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.” 

(Matthew 22: 36-40)

Love is a commandment to us and therefore it is something that 

must be done. Often, we hear the ‘golden rule’ is to love your neighbor 

as yourself. Many religions defend this principle and promote it. The 

uniqueness of Christianity is that it tells believers that they must 

first love God and then love neighbor. We cannot love our neighbor 

properly if we do not love God first. Just as Scripture teaches us how 

to love God, it also teaches us how to be in community. Neighbors are 

those with whom we interact or cross paths daily, those God has put in 

our lives for a reason, and those that hurt and are lonely. When we love 

our neighbor without loving God, our love is egocentric and often seeks 

the approval of man or the promotion of the self. When we love our 

neighbor after we love God, we are able to show them the love of Christ.

“Love is not a command; it is a gift.” Pope Benedict XVI told his 

midday audience on Sunday, November 4, 2012. Speaking about the 

Gospel in which Jesus spoke of the greatest commandment, the Pope 

said that Christians who show a genuine love for their neighbors are 

motivated by the love of God. When a believer truly responds to God’s 

love, the Pope said, “he is able to love even those who do not merit it, 

just as God loves us.” He went on to say, “we learn to look upon others 

not only with our own eyes, but also with the gaze of God, which is the 

gaze of Jesus Christ.”

Through our intimacy with God, we are able to relate with our 

neighbor. This closeness can be rightly established when God is our first 

love. Through consistent inner dialogue with God, we must consciously 

learn to love our neighbor. In your personal times and throughout the 

day, ask Jesus: How would you like for me to show love today? Who 

should I show love to, and how? Be open to hearing from the Lord. If 

what you hear makes sense and fits with the bible teachings, then show 

it in your lives. Live in the obedience of faith as you love God and love 

your neighbor. (Rom. 1:5: 16:26)

National Clergy Consultant’s Message
Father Siby Punnoose

Fr. Siby Punnoose 
National Clergy Consultant

Love God and Neighbor
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National Regent’s Message
National Regent Sherry Nil les

Sherry Nilles 
National Regent

Remembering History

M
Y DEAR SISTERS IN CHRIST,

“The lack of historical memory is a serious shortcoming 
in our society. A mentality that can only say, ‘Then was 

then, now is now,’ is ultimately immature. Knowing and judging 
past events is the only way to build a meaningful future. Memory is 
necessary for growth.” Pope Francis.

As I read that quote, my thoughts turned to this time of year and 
reunions. 

Summer is the traditional time for reunions. Family reunions, high 
school reunions, college reunions and gatherings of former military 
units are all reasons to gather and reminisce. Every gathering has 
a special flavor as each group of people comes from various career 
choices, lifestyles, backgrounds and locations in this great country 
and beyond the borders of America. 

With all the variables in each family or organization, we all gather 
to pray, share memories, renew friendships, and enjoy breaking bread 
together. As members of our local Catholic Daughters’ court, we also 
enjoy reunions, sharing memories and special meals—especially after 
not meeting with our sisters in Christ for three long summer months.

Most courts do not meet over the summer because of the many 
activities we share with our own family. The break allows officers 
and members time to look at the good that was done over the past 
year and make plans for the new year. We all come back renewed, 
refreshed and ready to do what God is asking of us in this new year. 

As plans are being made for court programs, consider studying the 
Circle of Love. By definition, a circle is a curved line with every point 
equal distance from the point to the center and bound together by 
common interest. The seven-spoke program of the Circle of Love is 
bound together by the common interest—love. This is the explanation 
of the Circle of Love. The Circle of Love is who we are and what we 
do. It makes the Catholic Daughters a very unique organization. 

At the Officers’ Conference held in July at the Franciscan Renewal 
Center in Scottsdale, Arizona, the chairman of each spoke of the 
Circle of Love gave a power point presentation on their assigned 
spoke in the Circle of Love. Those power point presentations are 
available on our website www.catholicdaughters.org. Each power 
point is listed on the front page of the website. Please consider using 
this information for court presentations. The National Board worked 
diligently to prepare each presentation. Each is filled with ideas and 
suggestions. Please contact the presenter and ask for a script or 
additional information. This outstanding 2020-2022 National Board 
would be pleased to help you in any way.

May God continue to bless you and your courts with love, working 
together, and remembering our past to enhance our future.
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As I was contemplating the theme for this issue, 
“Keeping the Flame Burning,” my first thought 
was, Oh, I love a flame! I absolutely love watching 

a flame, my absolute favorite being a campfire. I have such 
good memories of sitting around a campfire with family and 
friends. When our children were small, the only vacation we 
could afford was a camping trip thirty miles away. Our tent 
was filled with love, laughter, and bugs!

The campfire was an important part of our survival in the 
wilderness. It really wasn’t the wilderness, but that sounds 
so cool. It was used for cooking, warmth, and light. At the 
end of the day, it was so much fun to sit around and watch 
the colors of the flames change as the sparks flew up toward 
the heavens. 

Back to the theme here, what does it take to keep a 
flame burning? How can it be compared to a campfire? As 
I pondered, I realized there are many similarities between 
building and keeping a spiritual life burning and building 
and keeping a campfire burning.

Let’s consider the building of a campfire and the building 
of a spiritual life. In building a campfire, the first thing you 
have to do is collect the tinder, the material that catches 
fire easily. In our spiritual life, the first thing is Baptism, the 
candle that our parents lit and we as parents light for our 
children. The priest sends us out with the task of keeping 
the light of Christ burning. What comes next is getting the 
kindling going for the fire, the pieces are bigger but still 
easily burned. The kindling of our spiritual lives are those 
moments of realization that there is a God and that we need 

Him. This usually happens in early childhood. Our prayer life 
begins to grow, we reach out in love, seeking the warmth 
that only God can give. But just as with the baby fire, we 
can’t stop nurturing the fire.

So, now we have a small fire, maybe even a large one, but 
left unattended, it will go out. We need the firm, dry wood that 
varies in size from pieces the size of an arm to heavy logs. In 
our spiritual lives, those heavy logs would be the sacraments, 
especially Confession and the Eucharist. The sacraments 
must be the center of our spiritual life. They provide the grace 
to sustain the flame that faith needs to grow. For me, it is 
frequent confession and communion. If I go too long without 
going to confession, I forget! I always feel so humble and holy 
after Confession and the Eucharist. God calls us to be holy; 
He wants to strengthen us for the journey. It brings to mind 
the passage from Luke 24:32, “Were not our hearts burning 
within us?” Have you had an Emmaus moment? For me, it is 
that moment that it dawns on me that Jesus is there in my 
struggle, success, and joy. Most of the time, I see it at the end 
of the day, as I sit and examine my conscience.

Two of the “huge logs” of my spiritual life are also my 
daily prayer life and my walk with my CDA sisters. These 
relationships have caused me to grow in wisdom and love. 
Praying with and for one another keeps my faith alive. 

I am a product of the Catholic School System and as 
an adult have continued to strive to learn more and more 
about the richness of our Catholic Faith. It is so important 
that we know what the church teaches and that we don’t 
become cafeteria Catholics, choosing only what fits well 

Connie Dronette
National Secretary/Treasurer 
National Spiritual Enhancement Chairman

through Wisdom and Love

Keeping the Flame Burning 
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into our lives. We must make our lives fit into what the 
church teaches. The book that has helped me the most 
with doctrine is the Catechism of the Catholic Church. It 
was written when there was so much confusion about what 
the church teaches after the Vatican Councils. I also try to 
read the Apostolic Letters written by the Holy Father. The 
last one I read was Patris Corde, The Heart of a Father, in 
which Pope Francis announced The Year of St. Joseph. It is 
easy to read and understand; I highly recommend reading 
it if you haven’t.

I am always reading one or two spiritual books at a time. 
Right now, I am reading The Diary of St. Faustina. I like to 
highlight and fold pages to go back to in my books, so I 
usually buy them. But if you like to read from your phone 
or iPad, there is a free digital copy of the entire diary at 
www.saint-faustina.org. It is beautifully written but can be 
deep to read at times. I have been reading it for over a year. 
That is why I am reading two books at a time. I love reading 
books on the life of the Blessed Virgin Mary. I cannot get 
enough of my heavenly Momma!

For me, reading is how I grow in the wisdom that keeps my 
spiritual fire burning. Another way of growing in wisdom is 
watching Catholic Videos. Formed.org is a good website with 
hundreds of videos about Catholic teaching, tradition, and 
doctrine. I also love watching good movies on the lives of 
the saints. They not only teach me about that saint but also 
inspire me to follow in their footsteps. One of the Catholic 
Videos that I have watched recently was The Two Popes. It 
beautifully portrays the friendship between Emeritus Pope 

Benedict and Pope Francis. I think you might like it, too.
We can keep that flame burning by tenderly stoking and 

caring for it. My favorite way to care for my spiritual life is to 
adore Jesus in the Sacred Eucharist. If I don’t do this often, 
I can see the effects in my prayer life. You must spend time 
with a person with whom you are in a relationship. If you 
don’t, the relationship dies. We can grow in love by receiving 
the Sacraments and Sacramentals. What are sacramentals, 
you might ask; Sacramentals are sacred signs which bear 
a resemblance to the sacraments. They signify effects, 
particularly of a spiritual nature, which are obtained through 
the intercession of the Church. By them, men are disposed 
to receive the chief effect of the sacraments, and various 
occasions in life are rendered holy” (Catechism of the 
Catholic Church, No. 1667). Some examples of Sacramentals 
are blessings, holy water, blessed salt, rosaries, chaplets, 
and novenas. My grandchildren always say my house is like a 
Catholic chapel. I take that as a compliment. I pray that I am 
setting an example, and that when they inherit my statues, 
they will cherish them.

Just as it is important to learn how to build an effective 
fire if you are going to go camping, so, too, is learning how 
to build an effective fire to keep your spiritual life burning. 
Our souls are just as important as our physical bodies, really 
even more important. Our bodies will fade, our souls will not. 
So often, we take an hour or so waking up, getting dressed, 
making ourselves pretty and preparing for our day. How 
much time do we spend awakening our souls and making 
them burn brightly and pretty, prepared for the day? 

“You must spend 
time with a person 
with whom you are 

in a relationship. 
If you don’t, the 

relationship dies.”



The CDA flame has been burning with wisdom and 
love ever since Supreme Regent Mary C. Duffy 
had a vision and led our organization to national 

prominence. Can you imagine what true dedication and 
love it took to serve in this position for twenty-seven years? 
Based on the number of years in this position, one can say 
Supreme Regent Mary C. Duffy had a passion for CDA. As 
a leader, she took advantage of the opportunity to share 
her wisdom, knowledge and love with members of CDA and 
those in the community. Our flame was first ignited during 
her tenure. 

Looking back on our CDA history, we have seen many 
changes including additions and deletions since acquiring the 
name of “Catholic Daughters” in 1921. As leaders and members 
of Catholic Daughters, we have continued to stay focused in 
order to carry out our mission statement. We are women who 
“strive to embrace the principle of faith working through love 
in the promotion of justice, equality, and the advancement of 
human rights and human dignity.” Just how have we been able 
to stay focused on carrying out our mission? In other words, 
how have we as Catholic Daughters kept our flame burning?

From the beginning, CDA had publications that kept members 
informed of certain issues of interest. There was the Herald 
(1904), the Woman’s Voice (1930), News and Views (1952) and 
today, we have the SHARE Magazine which was first published 
in 1970. What better way to share with our members?

Our great leaders and members have continued to carry 
on the tradition of keeping the flame burning through 
wisdom and love. This has been done through national officer 
training, state workshops, local court training, seminars, 

spiritual retreats, new members’ recruitment, praying for one 
another, and through charitable giving. Sharing is extremely 
important within our organization. Can you imagine where 
our organization would be today if only one or two persons 
were empowered with knowing the guidelines, programs, and 
protocols of our organization? 

Since the inception of Catholic Daughters, we have been 
blessed with many great leaders from the past and present 
who have continued to carry on the CDA mission. They have 
continued to promote our CDA motto and to develop programs 
that have enriched the lives of our CDA sisters and those in the 
community through charity, wisdom and love. 

Many have contributed their Wisdom, Love, Time and Talents 
to the CDA flame that continues to burn today. Just to name a 
few: Patricia (Pat) Gildea of Pennsylvania served as National 
Parliamentarian for seven National Regents. Tom Panas, 
National Public Relations Director and Webmaster, has been 
with Catholic Daughters for eighteen years. Our office staff’s 
contributions are a vital part of the flame. 

Thank you to our present leader, National Regent Sherry 
Nilles for continuing to carry on the CDA mission. We have 
been truly blessed to have had Past National Regents who 
continue to let their lights shine; Rayola McLaughlin, 1986-
1990; M. Joan McKenna, 2004-2006; Claudia R. Bosch, 2006-
2008; Libby Ramirez, 2008-2010; Joanne Tomassi, 2010-2012; 
Anne Nelson, 2012-2014; Shirley Seyfried, 2014-2016; Helene 
Shepard, 2016-2018; and Olga Samaniego, 2018-2020. 

As CDA leaders and members, our dedication, wisdom, love 
and teamwork will forever keep our CDA flame burning and 
shining brightly.  

Essie Walker  
Second Vice National Regent
National Leadership Chairman

LEADERSHIP
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Burning Flame
The Forever
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“The love of God and the filial devotion to His 
Holy Church and to the Blessed Virgin will be 
a precious heirloom for the members of this 

organization to hand down to all those who will join your 
ranks not only in the next few years but for all time.” Most 
Reverend Theodore Reverman spoke these words at the 
Institution of a new CDA court in 1931. 

As members of the Catholic Daughters of the Americas, 
we are always looking and planning to build and secure 
our future as Catholic women of faith and dedication. What 
a lovely thought from the bishop, that as we welcome 
members, we are continuing that precious heirloom of 
tradition that began 118 years ago!

So many things have changed over those 118 years, and 
by taking a peek back to those early years of the Catholic 
Daughters, we see women who planted the roots of our 
organization deeply and passed down to all of us the 
beautiful heirlooms of our history.

Many of the activities, special events, and fundraisers 
of the past are what many of us do today, but once they 
were done in high fashion. At many of the events, the 
ladies dressed in their finest dresses with gloves and hats 
to attend High Tea, host a bridge party, hold formal dances, 
and meet representatives of the church and diocese. One 
court had an annual “hat party” where each member came 
without wearing a hat but had a discarded hat in a nicely 
wrapped box. The hats were auctioned off without being 
seen and went to the highest bidder who would have to 
wear the hat she purchased. Courts had many mother-
daughter events, First Communion breakfasts, baby 
showers, and handkerchief parties. 

The members during the first 50 years of our organization 
lived and dealt with challenges including a pandemic in 1918 
during which non-essential businesses closed, schools and 
churches closed, food and supplies were limited, wearing 
masks and being quarantined were the norm, and all 
without the medical advantages we are blessed to have in 
our fight with the pandemic of 2020.

During both WWI and WWII, the Catholic Daughters 
were a strong force supporting our troops, working in 
soup kitchens, factories and hospitals wherever needed, 
and collecting food and clothing for those in need. 
They collected scrap metal and sold war bonds keeping 
the family together. The Catholic Daughters worked in 
conjunction with the Knights of Columbus to raise $3 
million for recreational activities for the troops. After 
the wars, the ladies continued their work tending to the 
wounded by visiting hospitals and reading to them, writing 
letters to the soldiers’ families, and taking treats and 
cigarettes to the soldiers. Also, in response to the effects of 
the war on children, Catholic Daughters began an offshoot 
for young girls called the “War Service Plan” which was the 
forerunner of the Junior Catholic Daughters.

In those early years, the women became involved 
with other organizations to further the opportunities 
to evangelize. One was the Convert League which was 
created to fight anti-Catholic bigotry through education. 
Often the Convert League committees would hold meetings 
at 6 W. 71st Street which was just doors from 10 W. 71st 
Street which we all know so well. This building was called 
the Sorority and was owned by the Catholic Daughters. It 
served as a short term or permanent home for business 
girls and women living and working in the city.

In the early 30’s when travel especially for women was 
not the norm, the National Officers traveled the country 
promoting the institution of new courts and CDA grew rapidly. 

Some lucky few ventured on trips outside the U.S. In 
1925, New York State Officers, District Deputies, and 
members traveled on a Pilgrimage to Rome during which 
they had the honor and privilege of being received by Pope 
Pious XI. In the early 1930’s, Supreme Regent, Mary Duffy 
and several others traveled to Ireland for the Eucharistic 
Congress which was an adventure. It was much different 
from a trip to Ireland today that we can do so easily. On the 
bright side, they didn’t have TSA!!

These are just some brief highlights of women who were 

Precious Heirlooms 
Susan Moné 
First Vice National Regent



way ahead of their time in their work within their parishes, 
with the dioceses in all four corners of the U.S. and beyond, 
fighting for equality and justice, aiding the soldiers and 
veterans, caring for the homeless, the poor, the disabled, the 
unborn, and funding major projects. The biggest were the 
National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception for the chapel 
of the Glorious Mysteries and the establishing of a chair in 
American Catholic Church History at Catholic University. These 
ladies, one by one, passed down to each of us that precious 
heirloom, and we have the responsibility to continue the work 
and service. We can learn so much from their example and true 
love of God. These ladies lived the words of St. Paul spoken by 
Most Reverend Theodore Reverman at that Institution of a new 
court in 1931, “That you may be worthy of God and in all things 
pleasing, being fruitful in every good work and increasing in 
the knowledge of God.”

We are all precious heirlooms and someday others 
will look to see our part of the Catholic Daughters of the 
Americas history and our accomplishments as we served 
the Lord with love.  
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“I loved it!” 
This was the reaction from Texas Second Vice 

State Regent Terrie Vacek. Terrie, who has been a 
Catholic Daughter for 35 years and is a member of Court St. 
Jane Frances de Chantel #2699, The Woodlands, Texas, has 
attended two conferences.

 “It was so well organized, informative and spiritual,” 
Terrie said. “Each presenter was well prepared, confident 
and filled with joy. The concept of keeping all of us together 
in one room to hear every presentation instead of individual 
breakouts was a huge improvement. That format allowed 
all of us to hear the same questions and answers which 
often seemed to spark very productive dialogue.”

Iowa State Regent and Secretary to the National Regent, 
Rita Carlson, agreed, stating that the conference was 

“Impressive, very well prepared, organized, faith-filled, 
informative, and fun!” 

Terrie and Rita’s positive feelings were echoed by many. 
Attendees came ready to work hard, learn, socialize and 
have fun. As Master of Ceremonies, National Regent Sherry 
Nilles moved the conference along handily and with a 
genial and warm attitude.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

THURSDAY, JULY 15

The conference formally began on Thursday, July 15, with 
4:00 PM Mass, followed by dinner and the first session 
at 7:00 PM. That session was kicked off in festive fashion 
by National Director Ivone da Silviera who presented and 
translated the words of a Spanish song during which 

Learning, Living, Loving and Laughing Together

12  SHARE • SUMMER 2021

By Tom Panas
Public Relations Director
Catholic Daughters of the Americas

The sessions were productive and 
Catholic Daughters were intensely 
focused on the business at hand.

State and Territorial Officers’ Conference

The Biennial State Officers and Territorial Regents’ Conference was held July 15-18, 2021, at the Franciscan 

Renewal Center in Scottsdale, Arizona. One-hundred and twenty-seven attended, including National Board 

members, clergy, and state officers from 27 states.



National Board members and court chaplains danced to 
the music and held colored cards showing each of the 
conference topics. Music and dancing were a unique and 
fun way to introduce the subject areas to be discussed and 
open the conference on an upbeat note.

The five clergy who were kind enough to join the Catholic 
Daughters for the conference, in addition to celebrating 
Mass, offering blessings, praying with the gathering and 
expressing prayerful words throughout the conference, 
showed themselves to be pretty good dancers. 

They were National Clergy Consultant Father Siby 
Punnoose and State Chaplains Father Erick Villa, California; 
Past National Chaplain Father Ed Lamp, Florida (Father Ed 
is kind to write Sunday Readings Reflections for each Mass 
on the CDA website); Father Jim Caldwell, Oklahoma; and 
Father Ramon Baez, Virginia. 

National Regent Sherry Nilles introduced each National 
Board member, emphasizing that eight of the national directors 
were first timers, with Carolyn Malik being the only veteran. 

After the introductions, Sherry exclaimed, “This is 
without a doubt the best board ever!” 

When asked after the conference ended why she was so 
proud of the National Board, Sherry said, “The conference 
was a success because all of the board members participated 
so wonderfully. Each of them was given tasks to accomplish, 
and they did them beyond my wildest expectations. Some 
had never done a PowerPoint presentation. But each 
member did have one ready for the conference, and they 
were very well done!”

“Not one of them said she couldn’t do it,” Sherry added. 
“They just went home after our board meeting to plan 
the conference, researched their assigned task, sent a 
preliminary workshop presentation, did some refining and 
presented so well.”

An awards section was at the forefront of the first 
session. National Director Darlene Moritz announced the 
Education Awards, commenting that 318 applications were 
sent. “We had 76% participation in 27 states but nothing 
from a territorial court,” Darlene explained. (The winners of 
the Education Contest can be viewed on the CDA Website.) 

Darlene said that the themes for the next education 
contest are: Matthew Chapter 19: 26 “With God all things are 

CATHOLICDAUGHTERS.ORG  13

National Board members on the steps of the Sanctuary, front row, left to right, National Clergy Consultant Father Siby Punnoose, Second Vice 
National Regent Essie Walker, National Regent-Elect Emily Guilherme, National Regent Sherry Nilles, First Vice National Regent Susan Moné and 
National Secretary-Treasurer Connie Dronette. Second row, National Directors Irene Gramza, Tess Cersovski, Ivone da Silveira, Darlene Moritz 
and Michele Bowman. Third Row, Barbara Jensen, Carolyn Malik, Dawn Fortenberry and Nancy Bambenek.
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possible” and “Where is God in my life when I am struggling?’ 
In announcing the Newsletter Awards, National Director 

Barb Jensen said, “As one of my judges stated, ‘there were 
no bad newsletters, but there were some shining stars.’ 
The winners should take great pride. I received 55 entries 
– but unfortunately 26 of those were disqualified due to a
missing requirement. This is a shame since the mistakes are
all easy fixes. Please look over the requirements carefully.”

The website awards were introduced by National Director 
Michele Bowman who began her presentation with ‘web 
humor.’ “What do websites and people have in common?” 
Michele asked. The answer? “They use cookies to improve 
performance.” She then added to more laughter, “And 
Adam and Eve were the first to remove Apple’s Terms and 
Conditions.” Michele became more serious when she said, 
“I only received 18 entries, one I had to disqualify. There 
were no entries from Territorials or Campus Courts.” 

Before announcing scholarship winners, Ivone da Silveira 
said she received 26 scholarship applications and talked 
about how important these scholarships are to help today’s 
youth move forward. She said, “I received such wonderful 
essays that it was hard to decide on the best, but I had 
three judges, and we all agreed on the winner.”

In presenting on the 1903 Society, First Vice National 
Regent Susan Moné showed a picture of the Catholic 
Daughters Headquarters entrance and said, “this is 
the front door to your other home.” Susan encouraged 
members to visit Headquarters at 10 West 71st Street 
in New York City and receive a tour from National Office 

Manager Martha Hamboussi. Susan explained the 
“apartment” at Headquarters, in which the entire upper 
floor was renovated into a dormitory-type space with many 
beds in a relatively small space with no TV where National 
Board members can sleep when they visit the office and 
save the organization from spending $300 or $400 a night 
on a hotel.

Arizona State Regent Lorrie Holland then announced that 
Arizona State Board members had generously baked fresh 
cookies that were offered to all and enjoyed by many. It was 
a pleasant added treat supplied by the gracious Arizona 
State Board.

The session ended with an Evening Prayer.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

FRIDAY, JULY 16

The second day began bright and early at 7:00 AM 
with a Sunrise Prayer led by National Secretary-Treasurer 
Connie Dronette in front of the beautiful Guadalupe Shrine 
followed by the Rosary, Mass at the Community Life Center 
and breakfast. The session began promptly at 9:00 AM.

Before each session many Catholic Daughters, especially 
presenters, entered before 9:00 AM to organize themselves 
and prepare. One early bird was Rita Carlson. Rita was the 
unsung hero, or “engine” of the conference in that it was 
her job to organize the PowerPoint presentations and move 
them along on the three large screens in the room. 

Rita explained, “As assistant to our national regent my 
assignment was to set the PowerPoint presentations in 

Massachusetts State Secretary Jennifer Pacheco, seen 
with her husband Carlos, was married right before 
the conference but attended nonetheless. “I’m really 
the lucky one,” Jennifer said, “to have such a great 
husband who understands he has to share my time 
with the CDA ladies!”

Relaxing by the pool before getting down to business, Louisiana State Officers left to right, 
Second Vice State Regent Cindy Vincent, State Secretary Sheila Moore, First Vice State Regent 
Jane Donahoe and State Regent Trisha Crombie.
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order with the agenda for the three-day conference. Each 
presenter emailed me their presentations three weeks 
prior for me to arrange in sequence. In Arizona, the day 
before the conference began, I set up my computer in the 
conference room and met with the Renewal Center staff for 
instructions on how to run their A/V equipment.”

 Rita was capable, tech savvy, a calming influence, and 
she moved things along efficiently. 

In addressing the gathering, Father Siby Punnoose 
talked about his experience as National Clergy Consultant 
and said, “God, grant us a peaceful, restful summer that we 
may be ready to answer Your call, our work, joy and trials.”

Presenting on the State Regent duties, National Regent-
Elect Emily Guilherme said, “We need to share our 
spirituality and share what has brought us closer to God, 
and sometimes it’s okay to share some of the struggles. 
I believe in the ‘four P’s’: prayerful, punctual, procedures 
and positivity. Jesus said ‘no’ a lot of times but was always 
loving and charitable. We need to think more like Jesus.”

As always, Emily spoke from her heart, sharing her 
beliefs on faith and spirituality with true emotion.

Susan Moné began her presentation on Vice State 
Regents by saying, “When you look at the responsibilities 
of the State Regent and State Secretary and Treasurer 
there is a long, long list. However, the description of the 
Vice Regent job has only six lines! But don’t be deceived: 
you have a lot to do! As the Vice State Regent, you are in 
the position of being the right hand of the State Regent. 
The right and left hands need to know what each other is 

doing. All five state officers must work together ‘hand in 
glove’ together.”

To symbolize this, Susan wore a glove with five blinking 
lights to show how the five officers must work as a team.

Sherry then introduced a new concept for taking breaks. 
Instead of the usual mid-session recesses, Five-Minute 
Prayer Breaks were introduced. The Five-Minute Prayer 
Breaks combined efficiency with spirituality and were very 
well received. Each had a theme: 

• Love Bags
• The Lord’s Prayer Drama
• Button Prayers
• Worry Knots Prayer Activity
“Love Bags,” presented by National Director Carolyn

Malik, was the first. Carolyn explained that each item in the 
Love Bag had a purpose. For example, a rubber band was 
to bring someone close. A tissue to dry a tear in your eye or 
that of a friend or neighbor. A band aid was for healing hurt 
feelings, and a crayon was to keep your heart open to the 
many forms of love that can color your world.

Second Vice National Regent Essie Walker presented on 
State Secretaries. She began by asking everyone to look 
around the room for other State Secretaries and said, “It’s 
important that you network and make connections. Being a 
State Secretary is sometimes not an easy job. Your position 
is truly important. Your records should be concise as well 
as informative.”

The purpose of Connie’s presentation was about going 
back to the basics so she spoke about what the treasurers 

National Secretary-Treasurer Connie Dronette, left, with a Catholic 
Daughter during the Salt Covenant that State Officers made to bring 
their gifts to the office they hold. The officers promised each other and 
the Order by entering into a covenant to be faithful and live the motto 
of Unity and Charity as they perform the duties of their office. They 
made a commitment to each other to work as a team in their state.

Left to right Puerto Rico State Treasurer Primavera Johnson, her mom and 
Catholic Daughter Silvia Vazquez Rios and State Regent Wilma E. Cedeño-
Raspaldo – having fun!
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must have done in 1903. To accomplish this, Connie 
dressed in an old fashioned and lovely costume replete 
with long dress and bonnet and talked about the role of 
State Treasurer. She led everyone in singing the Opening 
Ode, which was quite beautiful. 

Connie’s presentation was valuable to one of the 
“newbies,” first time conference goer Pennsylvania State 
Treasurer Pam Callahan. Pam is a member of Court Rev. 
Patrick McArdle #448, Bellefonte, Pennsylvania, and has 
been a Catholic Daughter for eight years. 

“I learned from Connie’s presentation that the role of 
State Treasurer is a very important and integral role for a 
Catholic Daughter, and it is not as daunting as one would 
think,” Pam said. “It is the checks and balances of all 
the local courts that fall under it. The examples that the 
conference produced and the slides they handed out were 
of great value.”

After lunch National Directors Dawn Fortenberry, Irene 
Gramza and Darlene Moritz began the afternoon session 
by explaining the role of District Deputies. Because of the 
many ways District Deputies can help and their myriad 
skills, the presenters referred to them as “a state court’s 
best resource.” Included among their many responsibilities 
are to supervise, mentor and encourage courts they are 
assigned to for two years.

The presenters also talked about the Financial Review, 
stating that a Financial Review Committee must be formed 
that includes Regent, Vice Regent, Recording Secretary, 
Financial Secretary, Treasurer, District Deputy and three 
Reviewers (court members). The presenters meticulously 
itemized that each officer is required to bring a long list of 
items, ranging from red pens to prayer cards.

Irene Gramza added, “For the Financial Reviews, which 
can be a dreaded thing for courts, it is a necessity to be 
completed on time and paperwork sent to the National 
Office, State Regent and State Secretary, Local Court Regent 
and Financial Secretary and the District Deputy. This way all 
know what is taking place in your courts. It’s not a secret!”

Dawn Fortenberry ended the session on a very positive 
note, saying, “Boost ‘em up, always close with prayer. 
Everything we do starts with God. We wouldn’t be here 
without God.” Dawn quoted Mother Teresa: “Spread love 
everywhere you go. Let no one ever come to you without 
leaving happier.” 

In presenting on Local Financial Secretary, Ivone da 
Silveira dressed in a nun’s habit looking quite charming 
and holy, and it did bring smiles from the audience. Ivone 
wore her costume “to pray like a nun so your members pay 
the dues and send the right forms.”

She ended with an uplifting message: “Don’t forget that 

you are Catholic Daughters and are remarkable. You are 
remarkable. We are remarkable.”

National Director Nancy Bambenek explained the duties 
of the Local Recording Secretary, whose responsibilities 
include taking a silent roll call, reading the minutes of the 
last meeting and determining if there is a ‘quorum’ present 
(a quorum, she explained, is eight members, provided that 
a majority of officers are present.)

National Director Carolyn Malik then explained that 
the Local Treasurer is responsible for paying all bills 
with the court’s approval, preparing a report for monthly 
meetings, and balancing the checkbook -among other 
financial responsibilities. 

National Director Michele Bowman talked about the 
often sad and challenging process of disbanding courts. 
There were quite a few questions about proper procedure. 
Please see Tools of the Trade, Section 10b, Disbanding a 
Court, and scroll down to number 14: Disbanding Courts 
without a Quorum.

In her very thorough presentation on Standing Rules, 
Barb Jensen explained that there are Standing Rules for 
the national board, national conventions, state board, 
state conventions and local courts. She emphasized that 
no standing rule can conflict with the national by-laws, 
including local court standing rules.

National Director Tess Cersovski explained the process 
of resolutions, beginning with: “There are many kinds of 
resolutions. Today, I will talk about the kinds of resolutions 
that apply to Catholic Daughters.”

Ivone da Silveira and Michele Bowman discussed 
Protocol with Pride and pointed out the importance of 
CDA Ceremonials, noting that “It distinguishes us from 
other women’s groups. It unifies us when we do certain 
ceremonies the same way, following the same guidelines 
and adds dignity to any occasion.”

Irene Gramza added, “Be proud to wear your whites 
and robes for events! Your robe sets you apart from other 
organizations. We have come a long way from mortar 
boards and white gloves. Study the Tools of the Trade 
Ceremonials section on how to wear them properly. And 
stand tall in your robes!”

After lunch Tess Cersovski presented on National Projects 
and National Charities. Tess explained the difference 
between the two. The main difference, she explained, is 
that National Projects are chosen by the National Board 
and the courts are asked to donate at least $20 per charity 
for a total minimum donation of $100. Thus, donating to 
National Projects is a requirement.

For National Charities, Tess explained, “you can donate 
as much as you want whenever you want. It is a suggestion, 



not a requirement.”
In her presentation on Habitat for Humanity, Dawn 

Fortenberry gave a history of Catholic Daughters’ support 
for Habitat. She suggested a prayer to God for all workers 
“to lift up your families so they see Your graces and live 
wonderful, fulfilled lives.” Dawn reiterated the Habitat 
motto, “Working to build a better world together one home 
at a time.”

Dawn’s presentation on Habitat had special relevance for 
attendee Cathy Nelson. Cathy, who is Minnesota Second 
Vice State Regent, explained that Minnesota State is 
involved in the 21st Habitat Home the state has built.

Cathy, also a “newbie” conference-goer, is Regent of 
Court St. Anne #1840, Medford, Minnesota, and has been 
a Catholic Daughter for 39 years. 

“Members of Court St. Anne have participated in many 
Habitat for Humanity builds over the years,” Cathy said. 
“This year’s build is unique in that it is a Quad home, 
benefiting four families! It has also been identified as a Faith 
Build, involving many faith communities. We hope our CDA 
‘sisters’ around the country will share in this excitement 
by joining us in this Habitat project. If you cannot travel to 
Minnesota to give hands-on help, you are invited to pray!” 

Cathy added, “I thought the conference was a wonderful 
blend of opportunities -- “to pray, to learn, to celebrate, to 
make new friendships and renew others.”

In giving the Ending Prayer, Father Erick Villa said, 
“We thank You and we continue to ask the Holy Spirit to 
empower the Catholic Daughters and to use their voices 
so their words can affect our minds and our hearts. We 
continue to ask Your guidance and continue to ask the 
intercession of the Blessed Mother. And we thank you as 
well for the bounty we are about to share tonight.”

The day ended with dinner and Evening Prayer.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

SATURDAY, JULY 17

The next day began again with Sunrise Prayer at the 
Guadalupe Shrine at 7:00AM followed by breakfast. 

Session IV started with a song led by Connie Dronette, 
and then Emily Guilherme invited everyone to attend the 
2022 Convention in Puerto Rico. She spoke about how 
beautiful the island is and how it is a wonderful setting for 
hard work and prayer in a lovely and fun environment.

Sherry then announced that the 2024 Convention would 
be held “somewhere in Louisiana,” to rousing applause 
from members of that state.

The Chaplain Training section gave the attendees an 
opportunity to get to know the state chaplains present. 
Father Ed began the session by offering valuable advice 

ATTENDEES WERE 
GRATEFUL FOR THE 
PRESENCE AND SUPPORT 
OF STATE CHAPLAINS.

Father Ed Lamp, 
Florida

Father Erick Villa, 
California

Father Jim Caldwell, 
Oklahoma

Father Ramon Baez, 
Virginia
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on how Catholic Daughters could better reach out to and 
communicate with their pastors.

 “The most important thing with pastors,” Father Ed 
said, “is to keep the avenues of communication open and 
give all of the news about Catholic Daughters at least 
once a month. If you can’t meet face-to-face, write it out. 
Remember, it’s not good to approach pastors before or 
right after Mass. Ask your pastor how you can help him and 
improve his visibility!”

 Father Ed said that he thinks that the Catholic Daughters 
should promote themselves more proactively and let 
people know “what wonderful things you do.”

Father Jim Caulfield then talked about how Catholic 
Daughters can reach their bishops. He said it’s a good idea 
to see if the priest is interested and then the next step is 
to get to the bishop. “Remember,” he said, “that a priest 
cannot be chaplain unless his bishop approves.” Father 
Caulfield added, “Plan a year in advance. If you have a 
convention next year begin now to invite them. The further 
out you plan the more likely they will come.”

Father Erick Villa spoke movingly about his experience 
with the Catholic Daughters. “I’m a brand-new state 
chaplain,” Father said. “I was ordained five years ago. 
A court was born in that parish and so I practically grew 
up as a priest with the Catholic Daughters! When I was 
approached about the possibility of being state chaplain I 
said ‘yes’ since I was exposed to the wonderful things the 
Catholic Daughters have been doing since their inception 
in 1903.”

 Next came a section on the seven “spokes” of Circle of Love.
Emily Guilherme began with a discussion of Quality of 

Life. “We have to be cautious these days,” Emily said. “It’s 
really sad. We must ask ourselves if we have a balance 
between work and life. When I grew up, we didn’t lock the 
door, now we can’t think that way. We must have healthy 
relationships, make time for our friends, take care of our 
health. But sometimes we take care of ourselves last! We 
need to be productive not only in our work life but our church 
life and our spiritual life. Now we talk a lot about mental 
health. Yesterday, I said I went through a depression. I’m 
the oldest of nine, most people inherit money, I inherited 
my siblings,” Emily said, adding humor.

Nancy Bambenek next presented on Family. She 
mentioned that on June 1, 2015, Pope Francis asked 
the bishops to reflect on critical aspects of family. This 
prompted the National Board to include the category of 
“Family” in its Circle of Love program.

 “We all now realize how important it is to help families 
grow spiritually and as a unit,” Nancy said. “We have many 

different types of families, each of which is equally viable 
as a supportive, caring unit. Families can be strengthened 
by interacting with one another in service in the community, 
church or nation. Praying together, especially, will 
strengthen the family unit.”

“We need to start thinking outside of our boxes. The sky 
is the limit for ideas to strengthen families. Get creative: 
ask the Holy Spirit to show your court new ways to grow!”

 Nancy then brought rousing excitement to the gathering 
by playing the fun song, “We Are Family” by Sister Sledge. 
The entire room clapped and danced and formed conga lines 
showing that Catholic Daughters know how to have fun.

Nancy’s presentation on Family had special meaning for 
Jennifer Shea because she was married right before the 
conference and now has a new husband and a family of five 
children, three of whom are from her marriage. Jennifer, 
who is Massachusetts State Secretary, has been a Catholic 
Daughter for ten years and is a member of Court St. 
Bernadette #2410, Framingham, Massachusetts. 

 “It was a little stressful being away from Carlos so soon, 
and I missed him tremendously,” Jennifer said. “We had our 
mini-honeymoon and I left for the conference right after. I 
was anxious to get home to continue our wedded bliss. 
I’m really the lucky one to have such a great husband who 
understands he has to share my time with the CDA ladies!”

Except for missing Carlos, Jennifer felt the conference was 
wonderful. “I thought it was great,” she said. “The National 
Board does such a good job of keeping us entertained 
with their little breaks of comedy. Plus, the information 
shared was so detailed and laid out easily to understand 
(especially with the handouts). I loved the spiritual breaks 
and Mass each day.”

Presenting on Leadership, Essie Walker talked about the 
basic ingredients of an effective leader:

• Diversity
• Work as a team
• Follow protocol
• Submit reports on time
• Be familiar with By-laws and Tools of the Trade
• Take inventory of your leadership style
Essie ended with a reminder: “Remember, in order to be

a good leader, you must be a good follower!”
Then there was a surprise Juniors Zoom session. It was 

coordinated by Ivone da Silveira with California First Vice 
State Regent Maria E. Santos-Silva, JCDA Chairmen from 
several states and Past National Regent Helene Shepard. 

Helene, who was New York State Chairman for JDCA/Youth 
until recently when she became New York State Leadership 
Chairman, said, “We spoke about the revised guidelines 
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that were approved by the National Board for JCDA/Youth. 
I asked that a copy of the 58-page document be emailed to 
every State Regent so that we could all be on the same page. 
Juniors were introduced. They wore their sashes. Each said 
their name and how long they were members.”

Helene introduced Fran Clifford, who was the recipient 
of the Saint Anne Award for Outstanding Leadership as the 
Advisor of JCDA Court Rita #264, Cornwall, New York.

Michele Bowman presented on Territorial Courts. She 
explained that a Territorial Court is a local court that is 
not part of a state court. A Territorial Court can be formed 
in a state that has less than five courts or less than 200 
members. As of May 2021, there were 25 Territorial Courts 
in thirteen states.

In her presentation on Motions, Carolyn Malik detailed 
the proper way to make a motion and correct procedure for 
the presiding officer following a motion being made. Carolyn 
explained, “One does not say ‘I motion to’ as I have heard 
numerous times in the past, but should state, “I move to/
that” and state the motion you wish to make.” She passed 
out motion forms for participants to use in their meetings.

National Public Relations Chairman Tom Panas presented 
on the CDA website. Tom manages the website and gave a 
short history on how it came to be and focused most of his 
presentation on the results of a CDA Website satisfaction 
survey that was sent to all State Officers and to the ‘Sign up 
for Updates and Events’ mailing list on the website.

Tom showed the results, which were that most people 
were satisfied with the look, design, content and sections 
of the website, but some were challenged by navigating 
the website and ‘ease of use.’ Tom made some changes to 
improve navigation and plans to implement other requests 
made at the conference and in the survey, such as to make 
it more tablet-friendly, allow easier cutting and pasting of 
stories, and making it possible for more forms to be sent 
electronically, rather than by U.S. mail.

National Office Manager Martha Hamboussi gave her report 
in which she supportively introduced the Headquarters’ staff 
who serve all of you and took attendees on a PowerPoint 
tour of the office building. She showed pictures of each staff 
member, past national regents, the Tree of Life, conference 
room and National Office Manager’s Desk.

In the final presentation, Connie Dronette focused 
on spirituality and explained the concept of the Servant 
Leader:

• They are committed to the growth of others
• They empathize
• They heal others
• They are self-aware

Connie concluded by saying, “Servant leaders as 
opposed to traditional leaders are aware of what holds 
them back.”

Connie then led a beautiful Sending Forth Ceremony, 
followed by Mass and the conference formally ended.

The next step for attendees was to answer the key question 
of how to take what they learned back to their states!

When Cathy Nelson returns to Minnesota there are 
specific lessons from the conference that she wants to 
highlight. “I was made aware of a few procedural changes 
that our court can implement right away that I can introduce 
as regent.” 

“I am also pleased that by learning more about the duties 
of District Deputies,” Cathy added, “I will, in my role as 
Second Vice State Regent, be able to more knowledgeably 
advise and guide the District Deputies as they guide our 
local courts.”

When Jennifer Shea returns to Massachusetts, in addition 
to greeting Carlos warmly, she hopes to get a handle on 
current membership and making sure that Massachusetts has 
the correct rosters updated, adding, “I’m excited to hopefully 
get out and spread the word among some of our communities 
that do not have Catholic Daughters represented!”

Sherry Nilles again pointed to the National Board to 
account for the conference success. “Before it formally 
began, we had very productive board meetings at the 
conference center on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. 
Every board member had read the minutes, checked the 
action items (those items they were asked or assigned to 
complete before the board meeting), and was prepared to 
present their research.” 

“I cannot thank the board enough for working together, 
doing their assigned tasks -- and having fun!”

Sherry is modest, but she was the powerhouse behind 
the event, moving everything along behind the scenes and 
at the podium. 

When Rita Carlson returns to Iowa, she would like to work 
with District Deputies more in terms of communication of how 
the local courts are managing, especially through this past 
year which has been hard on everyone. “I would like to have 
more in-depth training with the District Deputies that they can 
take back with them to the local court officers also, so their 
questions and concerns can be addressed by the board.”

Rita concluded, “Pray this article inspires someone to join 
Catholic Daughters and for those members who need a nod of 
encouragement to become a local court officer, district deputy 
or a state/national officer, the work is admirable, the spiritual 
benefits are plenty and the friendships are priceless.” 
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Meet Your
State Regents

Lorrie Holland
Arizona

Trisha Crombie
Louisiana

Elaine Bean 
New Hampshire

Shirley Hall
Pennsylvania

Connie Boutwell
Arkansas

Dianna Bourne
Maryland

Catherine Collins
New Mexico

Judy Konechne 
South Dakota

Mary Beasley
California

Patricia Adams
Massachusetts

Theresa Duran 
New York

Rebecca Brown 
Texas

Barbara Barnes
Colorado

Mary Pufall
Minnesota

Bonnie Fox 
North Carolina

Kathy Taylor
Washington

Annette K. Brady
Florida

Patty Kepp 
Montana

Mary Baer 
North Dakota

Brenda Ridley
Virginia

Rita Carlson 
Iowa

Betty Fredericks
Nebraska

Tess Cersovski
Oregon

State Regents unable to 
attend the conference 
and have their pictures 
taken are:
Patricia Head, IL 
Leonie Frisbee,  NV 
Audrey Spenard, NJ 
Martha Dudash, OK 
Wilma Cedeňo,  PR 
Loretta Schneider, VT 
Susan Garton, WV 
Bernice Lansing, WI
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To my Catholic Daughters of the America’s sisters, 
After Covid-19 cancelled our 2020 convention,

it is my pleasure to announce that our 2022 
Convention is officially less than a year away. I would 
like to take this time to invite you again to join the 
National Board next July 20-24, in lovely, historic San 
Juan, Puerto Rico! After this past year and a half, all of 
us are in dire need of spiritual and physical renewal, 
and what better place to do that in than a five-hundred-
year-old city, with lush landscapes, beautiful vistas, and 
white sand beaches. In addition to the environmental 
amenities, there will be workshops, moving speakers, 
and gorgeous liturgies that will move you to tears.

I have traveled to Puerto Rico four times and can 
vouch for the hospitality and generosity of this lovely 
territory. I would be lying if I said I wasn’t already 
making plans for sailing on a catamaran, feeling 
the sand between my toes, swimming in the crystal 
blue waters, exploring the tropical rainforests, and 
marveling in our Lord’s creation. I am excited for you 
to see the San Juan Cathedral, as beautiful as it is old 
and for you to go shopping and dine at the various 
restaurants the city has to offer. There is no end to the 
different cuisines; one to satiate every pallet. I can’t 
wait to grow in new friendships and enliven the ones 
that I have missed in the past year of social distancing. 
I encourage you to join me and not let this opportunity 
pass you by. We won’t even need a passport to make 
this journey. Imagine: you and your favorite sisters – on 
the beach or by the pool, soaking in some amazing sun 
and God’s glory.

The National Board and I are looking forward to 
seeing you on the island and to greeting you with joy, 
love, sunscreen, and hand sanitizer. Your safety and 
health are our top concerns. We are ready to serve you 
with the love of Christ and with the hearts of servant-
leaders. Don’t delay - register soon before all hotel 
rooms are taken (when rooms are released). We can’t 
wait to see you next July! Until then, let all you do be 
done with love!  

Emily Guilherme 
National Regent-Elect
National Convention Chair

2022 Convention
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A red-headed, pipe-smoking priest from the state of 
Oklahoma is the first martyr from the United States 
and the first U.S. born priest to be beatified. Blessed 

Stanley Rother is remembered for the words he wrote in 
his last Christmas letter to the people of Oklahoma: “The 
shepherd cannot run at the first sign of danger.” He was 
determined to stand strong for the people he was serving 
in Guatemala.

On March 27, 1935, Franz and Gertrude Rother welcomed 
their first-born child, a son they named Stanley Francis 
Rother. He was baptized on March 29, 1935. He attended 
Holy Trinity Catholic Church and School. He was joined by 
a sister and two brothers. The Rother children grew up on 
the family farm near Okarche, Oklahoma. Like most farm 
children, Stanley Rother spent his childhood doing farm 
chores, attending school, and playing sports. He was an 
altar server at Holy Trinity Church.

Stanley’s faith was so strong that he decided to become 
a priest. Upon being accepted, he studied at Saint John 
Seminary and then Assumption Seminary in San Antonio, 
Texas. He used the skills that he learned growing up on the 
farm to serve as a sacristan, groundskeeper, bookbinder, 
plumber, and gardener. Sadly, after almost six years, the 
seminary staff advised him to leave the seminary.

Stanley did not give up on his desire to be a priest. After 
speaking with Bishop Victor Reed in Oklahoma, Rother 
applied and was accepted into Mount Saint Mary’s Seminary 
in Emmitsburg, Maryland. He graduated in 1963. Bishop 
Reed ordained Stanley Rother to the priesthood on May 25, 
1963. After his ordination, Rother served as an associate 
pastor for five years in various Oklahoma parishes. In 1968, 
Fr. Rother heard that a priest was needed at the Archdiocese 
mission to the Tz’utujil people located in Santiago Atitlán in 
the rural highlands of southwest Guatemala. He applied to 

become a missionary and was accepted.
Fr. Rother had a strong desire to serve his congregation 

as best he could. Even though he had a very hard time 
learning Latin in college, Fr. Stanley took it upon himself 
to learn Spanish and the Tz’utujil language which was an 
unwritten and indigenous language that was recorded 
by the missionary Ramón Carlín. Learning these two 
languages enabled him to celebrate the Mass in Tz’utujil, 
to preach in Tz’utujil, and to translate the New Testament 
into Tz’utujil. Daily lessons in language and mathematics 
were transmitted from the radio station on the mission 
property. In addition, Fr. Rother was able to teach many 
farming practices to the native people who were living in 
extreme poverty.

There was much civil unrest in Guatemala. Many people 
would disappear, only to have their deceased bodies turn 
up later. Sadly, Fr. Rother watched as the radio station 
was smashed and its director murdered. Fr. Rother stayed 
because he wanted to save as many people as he could.

Fr. Rother was attacked in early morning by three men 
in the rectory of Santiago Apóstol Church in Santiago 
Atitlán, Guatemala, on July 28, 1981. He decided to fight 
his attackers because he did not want to be kidnapped. 
His thoughts were about protecting the other people in 
the rectory and the sisters next door in the convent. The 
intruders fired shots at Fr. Rother’s head killing him. They 
fled without harming any others in the rectory.

To show their love for him, the people wanted to keep a 
part of Fr. Stanley with them. His heart was kept in Guatemala 
where it remains enshrined today. His body was buried in 
Resurrection Memorial Cemetery in Oklahoma City.

Fr. Rother’s Cause for Canonization was opened in 
2007. Pope Francis issued a decree on December 1, 2016, 
confirming that Fr. Rother had been killed “in odium 

Blessed Stanley Rother
Tess Cersovski 
National Director
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fidei” (in hatred of the faith). On September 23, 2017, his 
Beatification Mass was celebrated at the Cox Convention 
Center in Oklahoma City.

In 2017, the Oklahoma City Archdiocese announced 
planning for the Venerable Servant of God Father Stanley 
Rother Shrine, new Church, and ministry complex to be 
built on property owned by the Archdiocese at I-35 and 
89th Street in South Oklahoma City (the site of the former 
Brookside Golf Course).

For more information, please read:
• The SHEPHERD Who Didn’t Run: Fr. Stanley Rother, 

Martyr from Oklahoma 
By: Maria Rutz Scaperlanda.

• ST ANTHONY MESSENGER; JUNE | JULY 2021; “BLESSED 
STANLEY ROTHER: MARTYR, MISSIONARY, SHEPHERD;” 
May 24, 2021. 
By: María Ruiz Scaperlanda

•  Archdiocese of Oklahoma City - Oklahoma City, OK 
(archokc.org); Blessed Stanley Rother Store. 

Prayer for the Cause of Canonization  
of Blessed Stanley Rother

O God, fount of all holiness,
make us each walk worthily in our vocation,

through the intercession of your Saints,
on whom you bestowed

a great variety of graces on earth.
Having graced your Church with the life of

your priest and martyr, Blessed Stanley Rother,
grant that by his intercession
this humble flock may reach

where the brave shepherd has gone.
Grant that your Church may proclaim

him a saint living in your presence
and interceding for us.

Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

© Anastpaul.com
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MASSACHUSETTS COURT  
CELEBRATES CENTENNIAL 
Court Margaret #629, North Adams, Massachusetts, observed its 

100th anniversary while the pandemic was in full swing and so 

celebrated their big event safely. Pictured at their Anniversary Mass, 

left to right, front pew, Betty Senay, daughter of Charter Member 

Agnes Schwartzer, and Regent Justyna Carlson; third pew, Financial 

Secretary Geri Brassard, Treasurer Liz Boland, Charlotte Cardimino 

and Vice Regent Della Gallagher; fifth pew, Immediate Past Regent 

Rose Peters, Jeannette Brule, Larry and Sue Channel.

COLORADO COURT CELEBRATES 95 YEARS
Court Saint Teresa of the Child Jesus #980, Sterling, Colorado, 

celebrated its 95th anniversary on January 31, 2021. The festivities 

began with Mass celebrated by Father Michael Bodzioch and Court 

Chaplain Deacon Ronald Michieli at Saint Anthony of Padua Church. 

After a beautiful picture of attendees was taken in the sanctuary 

of the church, court members and guests then went across to the 

church hall lunchroom where a wonderful meal and dessert was 

made and served by court members. The court honored Pearlie 

Breidenbach for 50 years of membership with a gift of lifetime 

membership, a Saint Teresa chaplet with relic and card. In the photo, 

with their court banner held proudly at the front, are standing, back 

row, left to right, Father Michael Bodzioch, Julie Hatch, Roberta 

Zen, Sharon Schumacher, Joyce Lambrecht, Melissa Mellen, Carol 

Drury and Deacon Ronald Michieli; middle row, Bonnie Valcik, Carol 

Scheck, Bernice Reed, Pearlie Breidenbach, Donna Nicklas, Janelle 

Nicolaus and Annette Lambrecht; front row, Sue Lambrecht, Allison 

Kennedy, Mary Lederhos, Anna Schell, Joan Montgomery, Evelyn 

Irving and Colorado State Treasurer Maryjane Armstrong.

TWENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY HONORED  
BY TEXAS COURT
Court Mercy of Jesus #2407, Tomball, Texas has been an active court, 

despite COVID 19. Vice Regent Sandra Warhol explains. “While 

we did have to postpone our anniversary celebration plans, we 

managed to get a group picture taken. We have achieved 100 strong 

over the past 25 years. We still have seven charter members, and 

six of them are active. In the photo, first row, Mary Jo Hollas (charter 

member) and Brenda Phillips; second row, Past Regent Diane 

O’Donnell and Past Regent Rosalie Melia; third row, Mary Lucas, 

Diana Kammer, Secretary Pat Meriam, Treasurer Mary Mitchell, 

Regent Elaine Steinbach, Vice Regent Sandra Warhol, Rose McKee, 

Connie Troutt and Maria Torres; fourth row, Camille Bucklin, Daphne 

Granger, Anne Dillon, Pat Caron, Johnnie Rose Gauge, Cherie Leger 

and Carolyn Carriage.

CALIFORNIA COURT CELEBRATES  
“CUPCAKE ANNIVERSARY”
After last year’s big 95th anniversary celebration of lunch and 

dancing at Steven’s Steak House, members of Court Compton #942, 

Compton, California, improvised to celebrate their 96th Anniversary 

with a cupcake and juice reception after Mass at Our Lady of Victory 

Catholic Church. Members made Valentine-themed cupcakes to 

share with parishioners. Court Compton also celebrated African 

American History Month with speakers. Dr. Essie Preston, a Catholic 

Daughter, was a speaker along with Emma Sharif, Compton City 

Councilwoman. In the photo, safely masked with their delicious 

cupcakes on the table, left to right, court members Amparo Marez, 

Dorothy Moore and Louise Harris
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MASS KIT DONATED BY MINNESOTA COURT
Court St. Joan of Arc #1291, Marshall, Minnesota, received donations from its 

members to purchase a Traveling Mass Kit for Holy Redeemer Church. In the photo 

are court members Vicki Meulebroeck, Mary Pat Middleton and Paula Curry with 

Father Labat and Father Stubeda holding the beautiful Mass kit between them.

VICTIMS OF ABUSE HELPED BY IOWA COURT
Court Sacred Heart #408, Spencer, Iowa, collected items for the local CAASA (Centers 

Against Abuse and Sexual Assault) for their annual Lenten Project. Items donated included 

paper and personal items, laundry detergent and baby products, especially diapers and 

baby wipes. Twenty-four quilts, completed by court members and area quilters, were 

also included with the donations, which will be used to help victims of abuse and sexual 

assault. In the photo, holding the quilts behind the plentiful gifts generously donated, 

are, left to right, Mary Reissner, Kim Upah, Sheila Currans and Marilyn Bock.

TEXAS COURT PROVIDES HOLY 
WATER DONATIONS
Members of Court St. Rita of Cascia Court 

#2707, Houston, Texas, and parishioners of St. 

Benedict the Abbot Catholic Church in Houston, 

showed great kindness during the pandemic 

with donations of bottled water that was 

blessed by parish priests Rev. Brandon Nguyen 

and Rev. Huy Dinh, accompanied by Deacon 

David Johnson.  The Holy Water was distributed 

to the congregation to bless their households 

and for sharing with family, friends, neighbors 

and the sick and shut ins. In the photo, court 

members stand behind the many bottles of 

water that were donated and blessed.

PENNSYLVANIA COURT HELPS 
DURING PANDEMIC
Early in the pandemic Court Our Lady of 

the Alleghenies #1755, Hollidaysburg, 

Pennsylvania, noticed that there was a severe 

need for masks in the local community. A joint 

project between the court and the Mennonite 

Community, who donated the material for the 

masks, produced over 1,000 masks which 

were distributed to several nursing homes, 

hospitals, hospice agencies and children and 

youth services. “In addition,” Regent Laurie 

Staub explains, “special masks were sewn by 

our members utilizing material with a variety of 

designs in purple and gold. Inasmuch as some 

material was left over, we decided to make a 

quilt to raffle off as a fundraiser for the court.” 

Cecilia Hazenstab, who sewed the squares into 

the quilt, is pictured on the right holding the 

beautiful quilt with Regent Laurie Staub, left.
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WASHINGTON COURT HOLDS BABY SHOWER
Court Washington #196, Spokane, Washington, collaborated with 

the Knights of Columbus Council Pope St. John XXIII #15968 to 

sponsor a baby shower at Assumption Parish in Spokane. The 

shower benefited the Childbirth and Parenting Assistance (CAPA) 

program, which is part of Catholic Charities Eastern Washington. 

CAPA provides diapers, children’s clothing and necessities for 

families with children from birth to five years. The baby shower 

collected five pickup trucks loaded with these items as well as 

almost $2000. In the photo members can be seen on the left with 

baby items collected while Knights standing on the right look on.

IOWA COURT HELPS DOMESTIC ABUSE VICTIMS
Court Mary of the Assumption #1976, Manchester, Iowa, presented 

a check in the amount of $874.94 to representatives of Waypoint 

which serves victims of domestic abuse in the Manchester area.  

Pictured left to right, Vice Regent Eunice Sill, Life Saver Committee 

Co-chair Janice Loecke, Bethany Jacoby of Waypoint, Treasurer 

Jacque Lahr, Michelle Wolfe of Waypoint, Committee Co-Chair 

Shirley Schlichte and Regent Dianne Larson.  The court would like 

to thank the members of their Parish Cluster and the community 

for their generous donations. 

BABY SHOWER BY MARYLAND COURT
Court Annapolis #326, Annapolis, Maryland, held an online baby 

shower for Birthright of Annapolis. Regent Nancy Fulton explains. 

“Court members joined via Zoom and showed the sweet baby clothes 

each had purchased. The court also purchased baby supplies (diapers 

and such) to donate. It was very fun and rewarding!” In the photo, 

Immediate Past Regent Jane Ciupek, left, stands next to a carload of 

baby supplies with Mary Ann Davies, a Birthright volunteer.

TEXAS COURT HELPS CHILD  
PROTECTIVE SERVICES
Court St. Gianna Beretta Molla, #2691, Corsicana, Texas, 

coordinated a church-wide event with parishioners from 

Immaculate Conception Catholic Church. They collected donations 

of diapers, wipes, socks, pajamas, backpacks, clothes and more 

for the Rainbow Room, which is part of Child Protective Services 

(CPS). In the photo, court members hold up some of the gifts while 

others stand behind the table filled with the many donated items.

PAJAMA PARTY CHALLENGE FOR MINNESOTA COURT
At the Minnesota State Convention held virtually on April 23-24 in Moorhead, 

Minnesota, Keynote Speaker Renee Rongen encouraged all Catholic Daughters 

to have a pajama party to benefit women seeking shelter from abusers. Rene 

has seen the sadness and struggles of women across the country who flee in 

the night for a safe place away from their abuser.  Her goal is to make sure 

every woman and child who escape from abuse get to sleep in a new pair of 

pajamas. She challenged each court to have a pajama party, bring a new pair 

of pajamas and donate them to a shelter in the area. Members of Court St. 

Rita #409 Perham, Minnesota, responded to the challenge and donated many 

pairs which Regent Dianne Rohde-Szarke and her husband Jim delivered to 

the Women’s Crisis Center in Perham. Dianne and Jim pause in the photo, 

with the Blessed Mother Mary in the background and St. Francis to their left, 

before setting off to do God’s work. 



  CATHOLICDAUGHTERS.ORG  27

C
D

A
IN

A
C

T
IO

N

GIFTS FOR EXPECTANT MOMS BY PENNSYLVANIA COURT
Court St. Bernard #339, Indiana, Pennsylvania, held a baby shower for two agencies that support soon-to-be mothers: Life Choices and 

Early Head Start. According to its website, “Life Choices helps women and men who are facing unplanned pregnancies, offers healing from 

post-abortion stress, and educates about sexual life choices.” Early Head Start is a federally funded community-based program for low-

income families with pregnant women, infants, and toddlers up to age three. The court donated money, diapers, baby wipes, handmade 

blankets, books and clothing to help the agencies. In the photo, standing behind a table filled with their wonderful gifts, left to right, 

Deolinda Spicker, Mary Ann Donatelli, Elayne Busovicki, Joy Behr, Coleen Bowser, Barbara Minor, Marge Antolik, Louise Bivens, Gloria 

Kanick, Nancy Robinson, Kathy Sgro, Cathy Williams, Jan Sharbaugh and Kathy Nealer. 

HOMELESS AIDED BY WASHINGTON COURT
The pandemic did not prevent Court St. Cecilia #668, Walla Walla, 

Washington, from preparing socks filled with toiletries and food 

for the homeless. Pictured hard at work filling socks to help those 

without a home, left to right, Regent Deanna Smith, Marilyn Nagle 

and Margeurite Daltoso.

NEW JERSEY COURT HELPS THE HUNGRY
Court Mercedes #769, Woodbridge, New Jersey, held a “drive-by, 

drop off” food drive to benefit the Food Pantry at St. James Church 

in Woodbridge. Pictured behind the table laden with good food for 

those in need, left to right, court members Mickey Brady, Eileen 

Swingle, Loretta Zimmer, Mary Ellen O’Connor and Nora Devane.

IOWA COURT PROVIDES PRO LIFE EDUCATION
Members of Court St. Andrew #1540, Sibley, Iowa, met on April 

19 to dedicate their Pro-Life Project. The project will be on 

display at the Faith Formation Center in Sibley.  The display is for 

educational purposes and provides brochures and resources to 

assist in making life or death decisions. Pictured on both sides 

of the display, back row left to right, Lila Hatting, Jane Feller, 

Shirley Solyntjes, Julie Schroder, Carol Harper, Lois Fleming and 

Kathy Ver Steeg. Front row, left to right, Bonnie Gregg, Val Croatt, 

Jan Walton, Yvonne O’Leary, Carole Hensch, Deb Van Beest and 

Crystal Strouth.  Seated in front, Lorraine Poss and Deb Hulley.
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VERMONT STATE HOLDS VIRTUAL CONVENTION
Vermont held its virtual state convention with the theme “You Are 

God’s Masterpiece.” In the photo, on either side of the beautiful 

shrine prepared by Kathleen Grange of Court St. Monica #1181, 

Barre, Vermont, left to right, Vermont Recording Secretary Rose 

Pelchuck, Treasurer Doris Voyer, Second Vice State Regent Carla 

Pembroke, State Chaplain Rev. Patrick Forman and State Regent 

Lorraine Durfee. Missing from the picture is First Vice State 

Regent Jane Geider.

IDAHO COURT HOLDS LENTEN DAY OF RETREAT
Court Our Lady of Victory, #1348, Nampa, Idaho, sponsored 

a Lenten Day of Retreat focused on St. Faustina. Thirty-six 

parishioners gathered in St. Paul’s Marist Hall where covid 

guidelines were followed and a box lunch was provided. Retreat 

Director Susie Johnston guided members through the life of St. 

Faustina, her prayer and mission of spreading the message of 

Divine Mercy to the world. Pictured at the retreat, left to right, 

Treasurer Jennifer Senn, Susie Johnston, Financial Secretary 

Takako Cuttlers and Regent MaryAnn VandeBrake.

CIRCLE OF LOVE PROJECT BY  
SOUTH DAKOTA COURT
Members of Court St. Christina #2336, Lennox, South Dakota, meet 

quarterly at the home of Diane Biver, Chairperson for their Circle 

of Love project, to assemble 100 toiletry bags (400 yearly) for the 

Children’s Inn of Sioux Falls. The Children’s Inn provides a much-

needed service to women, children and young men by “empowering 

victims of domestic violence, sexual assault, and child abuse to 

overcome trauma and rebuild their lives, free from abuse.” Court 

members prepare one toiletry bag for each member of the family 

containing shampoo, conditioner, toothpaste and toothbrush (adult 

or child size), washcloth, bar soap, a comb and lotion. One of the 

newer court members, Dawn Reif, volunteers her time and talent to 

sew the zippered bags for each recipient. A label with the CDA logo 

and the court name is on, or inside, each bag. Pictured with some 

of the helpful zippered bags are three of the many members who 

participated in the project, left to right, Diane Biver, Linda Ekle and 

Rita Temple.

BABY CRAWL BY TEXAS COURT
Court St. Dominic of the Rosary #2682, San Antonio, Texas, hosted 

a “Baby Crawl” in lieu of their Fifth Annual Baby Shower due to 

Covid-19 restrictions. The Baby Crawl, which supports the Allied 

Women’s Center, was planned for a Saturday morning in April. 

Each member asked for sponsors to support their walk by making 

a monetary donation with levels ranging from diapers, wipes, car 

seats and cribs. The daughters gathered at a local greenway trail 

and walked with social distance guidelines between a half to two 

miles. A blessing was bestowed on participants who prayed the 

Joyful Mysteries of The Rosary.  Water, apples and bananas were 

waiting for them at the finish line. Over $5300 was raised for the 

center whose mission is “Saving Babies, Helping Families.” In 

the photo, standing at the end of the “Baby Crawl,” first row, left 

to right, Catherine Leos, Yolie Singh, Silvia Cantu, Maria Oneida 

Finley, Susan Silva, Carmen Trevino, Maria Marr and Rita Espinoza. 

Second row, left to right, James Prince, Oralia Prince, JoAnn Smith, 

Delia Pantoja and Hope Villa.
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TEXAS COURT PARTICIPATES IN MAKE A 
DIFFERENCE DAY
Members of Court Our Lady of the Blessed Trinity #2437, Pecos, 

Texas, gathered snacks and homemade “goodies” to distribute 

to local school district employees in honor of Make a Difference 

Day. Their purpose was to express gratitude to school employees 

for the love and care they showed to students throughout these 

unprecedented times. Members in the photo, front row, left to 

right, future JCDA member Sarah Matta, Sarah’s mother, Maria 

Matta, Recording Secretary Jodie Gulihur, Financial Secretary Lisa 

Lara, Monce Gomez, Lilly Dominguez and Analisa McKinney; back 

row, Regent Rosie Salcido, Traci Castillo, Becky Gonzales, Susy 

Acosta, Vice Regent Nora Briceno and Brenda McKinney.

NEW YORK COURT HOSTS BILINGUAL ROSARY
Court Queen of Angels #869, Hicksville, New York, hosted a very 

special bilingual St. Joseph Rosary, inviting church ministries to 

participate. Decades were read by court members, the St. Anne 

Mother’s Prayer Group, Comunidad Hispana, Martha’s Guild and 

Columbiettes. The event was live-streamed. In the photo, Regent 

Tina Devlin can be seen leading a decade of the Rosary.

CALIFORNIA COURT HOLDS PUMPKIN  
CRAFT SALE
Members of Our Lady of Shasta Court #2312, Redding, California, 

sold decorated fabric pumpkins to raise funds for Northern 

Valley Catholic Social Service’s Christmas Adopt-A-Family gifts. 

Pumpkins were made by Patty Ostrowski. Seen in the photo front 

row, from left to right: Patty Ostrowski and Regent Theresa Mason; 

back row, Beverly Saldana, and Barbara Kovacik.

MATS FOR THE HOMELESS BY  
NORTH CAROLINA COURT
Members of Court St. Bernadette #2629, Fuquay-Varina, North 

Carolina, have been crocheting mats out of used grocery bags. 

They cut the bags into strips, band the strips together and crochet 

them into mats to place on the ground. The court has donated 

these mats to the Military Missions in Action organization which 

helps homeless soldiers and to the social outreach at church 

where homeless go for assistance. The meticulous crocheting is a 

time-consuming process, so it takes many hands sharing their love 

to come together to achieve completion of such a needed project. 

In the photo, left to right, Regent Sandra Biela, Treasurer Carol 

Eck, Eileen Donovan, Jeanne Shanahan, Recording Secretary Diane 

Wilkinson, Paula Wale and, sitting, Mae Durgett, who is crocheting 

a mat to be donated.
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OREGON COURT PRAYS OUTDOOR STATIONS 
Members of Court Klamath #1295, Klamath, Oregon, walked and 

prayed outdoor Stations of the Cross at Mt. Calvary Cemetery in 

Klamath Falls in preparation for Holy Week. Braving wind, sleet 

and snow, the friends in faith paused for a photo by Station #6, 

Veronica Wipes the Face of Jesus, which their court sponsored. 

Miraculously, the sun came out just in time for a photo! The court 

also led Stations of the Cross in Sacred Heart Catholic Church one 

Friday in Lent. In the photo, front, are Marcia Pistone-Metzler and 

her dog Taffy. From left to right, Peggy Wynne, Lynne Butterworth, 

Ann Hartnett, Carol McGregor, Sharleen Hutchison, Carlye 

Woodman, Mollyn Bohnen and Jo Ogborn. 

SPRINGTIME CELEBRATED BY IOWA COURT
Members of Court Bernadette #189, Sheldon, Iowa, gathered after 

Easter and some donned their Easter bonnets as a way of saying 

“Welcome Spring!” Everyone enjoyed a salad luncheon followed 

by the meeting and fellowship, sharing the general sentiment that 

“it had been too long!” In the photo are front row, Doris Heiliger, 

Lori Warnke, Julie Stallman; second row, Mary Jean Nilles and 

Paula Schwebach; third row, Carol McCarty, Norma Dittman, Marlys 

Bauman and Marcia Feldman; back row, Bonnie Roder, Carol Parry, 

Colleen Perry, Joyce Whitcanack, Susan McCarty and Carla Miller.

DEACON HONORED BY TEXAS COURT
Court Holy Rosary #1476, Rosenberg, Texas, presented a monetary 

gift to Deacon Jason Paul Sulak who was ordained to the Permanent 

Deaconate on February 20 with Daniel Cardinal DiNardo, 

Archbishop of Galveston-Houston, officiating. “During his studies 

our court assisted Jason spiritually and financially,” Treasurer Pat 

Schimara said. “We look forward to Jason’s performing diaconate 

ministries in our parish community.” Pictured left to right are court 

officers Treasurer Pat Schimara, Regent Cathy Bittner, Deacon 

Jason Paul Sulak, Financial Secretary Nancy Zurek, Recording 

Secretary Sharon Kristynik and Vice-Regent Renee Staley.

NEW JERSEY DELEGATES VOTE FOR  
STATE OFFICERS
Planning to attend the first ever virtual New Jersey State Convention 

in April, delegates from Court Fulgens Corona #1684, New 

Monmouth, New Jersey, met in March to vote for state officers and 

send their ballots through the United States Post Office. The court 

had a successful outdoor fundraising event last fall and has been 

meeting every month either outdoors or by Zoom to continue the 

Catholic Daughter mission of helping others with monetary and 

material donations and working with our youth by sponsoring 

scholarships and education contests. “The delegates,” said Regent 

Kathleen Poracky, “were looking forward to representing their court 

at convention!” Pictured voting are Financial Secretary Leandra 

Vecchio, court member Maria Skribner, and Regent Kathleen Poracky.
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SANTA SING-ALONG BY NEW YORK STATE
On Wednesday, December 23rd, approximately 25 members of 

New York State gathered on Zoom to join in some fun and frivolity 

with a Santa Sing-Along. All members throughout the state were 

invited, all courts received email notices and an invitation, and 

the event was posted on the New York State Facebook page. New 

York State Regent Theresa Duran explains. “We donned our most 

festive Christmas wear, enjoyed a few beverages and sang our 

little hearts out…not so much in unison, but with a lot of heart! 

The songs may not have been on pitch or our best concert, but we 

did have a lot of laughs and a great time bonding as sister Catholic 

Daughters!” In the photo, Theresa and her mother, court member 

Mary Blaney, enjoy the carols and the spirit.

TEXAS COURT BAKES FOR FUNDS
Court of the Cross #2374, Humble, Texas, held its Sunday Bake 

Sale. In the photo with one of their delicious cakes are court 

officers Regent Brinder Fondal, Vice-Regent-Virginia Eckert, 

Financial Secretary Rosa Herrera, Treasurer Rosie Valle and 

Recording Secretary Gloria Kodak. Also pictured is one of the 

court’s newest members, Ashley Godinez.

LOUISIANA COURT WINS TALENT COMPETITION 
Thirteen ladies from Court St. Rose de Lima Court #1194, St. Amant, 

Louisiana, took first place honors in the talent competition at the 

49th Louisiana Biennial State Convention. The convention theme, 

“Love One Another As I Have Loved You,” was enthusiastically 

displayed by the ladies who dressed in nuns’ habits and brought 

the audience to their feet with the song “I Will Follow Him.” 

Their “sister act” was so inspiring that real-life nuns Sister 

Maria Culaway of Court Notre Dame de la Paix #2316, Vacherie, 

Louisiana, and Sister Evangeline Romero from Court St. Phillip 

#1504, also of Vacherie, joined the performers for photos after the 

show. Seen dressed in their costume habits are first place talent 

winners, back row, Madeline Fazzio, Bettye Lambert, Rebecca 

Tambling, Laurie Gautreaux and Court Regent Janissa Laviolette. 

Front row, Sandy Hack, Sister Maria Culaway, Melissa Madere, 

Lynne Keller, Sister Evangeline Romero, Estelle Babin, Deborah 

Heath, Monica Faucheux, Allison Attuso and Susan Haydel. 

UNIQUE “BIRTHDAY BAGS” FROM  
MINNESOTA COURT
Court St. Bernard #886, Lismore, Minnesota, has continued to 

collect “birthday bags.” The bags are filled with the makings of a 

“happy birthday” to be given out at the local Food Shelves. “The 

thought behind the project was that if people are utilizing the 

food shelf, it is very unlikely that they can purchase any extras 

for a birthday,” Deb Lutmer explained. “Some of the items in the 

birthday bags include cake mix and frosting, paper plates and 

candles. Optional items include plastic forks, balloons, party hats 

and so forth. Some members donate a birthday bag during the 

birthday month of their child, grandchildren or spouse. The hope 

is to bring the “happy” into someone’s birthday!” In the photo 

holding their cheerful and brightly colored birthday bags are Pearl 

Wieneke, Deb Lenz and Melissa Einck.
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TWENTY-FIVE NEW MEMBERS JOIN  
LOUISIANA COURT
Court Sacred Heart of Jesus #1674, Ville Platte, Louisiana, held its 

annual Ceremonial Reception of New Members Mass at Sacred 

Heart of Jesus Catholic Church in Ville Platte. At the Mass 25 

new members were received and presented with a rose and new 

member pin. Mass was celebrated by Court Chaplain Rev. Tom 

Voorhies assisted by Rev. Andrew Killeen. Local and state officers 

joined the new and existing court members present. (Photo by 

Mable Foreman courtesy of Bonnes Nouvelles of Ville Platte.)

NEW OFFICERS INSTALLED BY  
SOUTH DAKOTA COURT
Court Joan of Arc #846, Milbank, South Dakota, installed new 

officers who can be seen in the photo, left to right, Julie Henrich, 

financial secretary; Judy Loehrer, recording secretary; Bernice 

Cizadlo, regent; Audrey Mogard, treasurer; and Janet Lynch, 

district deputy.

BENEFACTOR HELPS NEW MEXICO COURT
Yvette Griego, New Mexico State Regent, presented to officers 

of Court Santa Ana #2309, Santa Fe, New Mexico, a check from 

a benefactor to further the court’s work in supporting Catholic 

education through its annual scholarship program. This check is 

the third received in the same number of years after this benefactor 

met the Court’s Vice Regent, Gina Marie Roller, and learned more 

about Catholicism and the CDA’s mission. In fact, the benefactor 

has recently converted to Catholicism. Pictured from left to right 

are Celine Sena, Regent; Yvette Griego; Gennie Alano, financial 

secretary; Michelle Salazar, recording secretary; Delfinia Schmitt, 

member and past New Mexico state regent; and Gina Marie Roller, 

vice-regent.

NEW MEXICO COURT CELEBRATES MEMBER’S 
100TH BIRTHDAY
Court Santa Maria de la Paz #2394, Santa Fe, New Mexico, 

participated in a drive-by in honor of Stella Lavadie’s 100th 

Birthday. The event included the Santa Fe Police and Fire 

Department, veterans on motorcycles, vintage cars and 86 

vehicles in the drive-by. Stella received cards, flowers, and best 

wishes, along with two Proclamations: The City of Santa Fe 

Proclaimed April 29, 2021, as “Stella Vigil Lavadie Day,” and the 

court proclaimed Stella a “Member of Distinction.” Among the 

participants were U.S. Senator Ben Ray Lujan, Mayor Alan Webber 

and Deputy Chief of Police Ben Valdez. Stella is an active 55-year 

member of CDA and has held numerous state and local positions. 

Stella is also a WWII Veteran having served (1944-1946) in the 

Women’s Army Corps (WAC) in the United States Army. Pictured 

on the left is U.S. Senator Ben Ray Lujan with Stella and her many 

birthday bouquets.

NEW MOTHER-DAUGHTER MEMBERS FOR 
TEXAS COURT
Court Our Lady of the Rivers #2376, Three Rivers, Texas, proudly 

announced its newest mother-daughter team. Pictured, left, Past 

Regent Carmelita Moreno (mother); right, the court’s newest 

member, Yolanda Cunningham (daughter).
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NEBRASKA STATE ANNOUNCES  
NEW OFFICERS
The 49th Biennial Nebraska State Convention was held at St. 

Benedict’s Retreat Center in Schuyler, Nebraska, on April 16, 17, 

and 18. In the photo, extending her support, far left, is National 

Director Nancy Bambenek, with newly elected officers Janet 

Macklin, second vice state regent; Kim Meduna, first vice state 

regent; Betty Fredericks, state regent; Laurie Hergott, state 

secretary; and Teresa Kehler, state treasurer.

SOUTH DAKOTA COURT MEMBER  
RECEIVES AWARD
South Dakota State Chairman of Spiritual Enhancement Patricia 

Fuegen received the 2019-2021 South Dakota CDA Lifetime 

Achievement Award. Patricia is a member of Court St. Mary, #1423, 

Redfield, South Dakota. In addition to receiving the award, she 

was surprised with the attendance of family and friends, including 

her parents and all her siblings. Pictured with her family, back row, 

left to right, Mary Jo Hannasch, Marla Henderson, parents Marvin 

and Lorraine Uhrich, James Uhrich, Lenny Uhrich and Leon Uhrich. 

Front row, Joseph Uhrich, Patricia Fuegen and Geralyn Malsom.

NEW YORK COURT CELEBRATES POST-
CENTENNIAL BIRTHDAYS
Court Theresa #806, Waterloo, New York, celebrated Anne 

Sinicropi’s 101st birthday. Anne can be seen in the photo, right; 

to her left is another CDA member, Maria Corris, who is also 101.

CENTENNIAL 
BIRTHDAY FOR 
TEXAS COURT 
MEMBER
Catholic Daughter Erma 

Will iam celebrated 

her 100th Birthday 

on Saturday, March 20th. 

Erma is a member of 

Court Maria Galante #115, 

in Austin, Texas. Seen in 

the photo celebrating 

with Erma is Regent Cathy 

Longoria, and member 

Rachel Gonzales.

NEW PRIEST HONORED BY NEW YORK COURT
Court Nilan #985, Highland, New York, celebrated a Votive Mass 

with newly ordained priest, Father Matthew Breslin. The court 

has been supporting Father Breslin for the past seven years as he 

studied at St. John’s University and St. Joseph’s Seminary for the 

Archdiocese of New York. On May 29th, he was ordained a priest 

in St. Patrick’s Cathedral by the Archbishop of New York, Timothy 

Michael Cardinal Dolan. Several members of the court were blessed 

to be in attendance. “God has truly blessed us as we have watched 

him grow from a little boy into the wonderful priest and servant of 

the Lord that he has become,” Court Editor Jessica Simmons said. 

“Father has a great devotion to Our Blessed Mother and our court 

was very happy to gift him with the Marian Vestments he wore for 

this Mass. Our prayers will continue for Matthew and all priests. May 

God continue to bless us with strong men whose vocations will lead 

us and the Church to Him.” Father Breslin can be seen in the photo 

encircled by court members and supporters.
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YOUTH ENCOURAGED TO READ BY  
TEXAS COURT
Court St. John the Baptist #2073, Alvin, Texas, honored Read 

Across America Day on March 2. Although the local schools were 

not allowing visitors, a court member delivered bookmarks and 

pencils to True Cross Catholic School for the young students. The 

kindergarten teacher at True Cross sent the court two videos and 

two pictures of the students. In one of those pictures, you can see 

the kindergarten students with their pencils and bookmarks. The 

children are charming and notice the fun shoes of the court member!

TEXAS COURT SUPPORTS READING FOR  
FIRST GRADERS
Court Immaculate Mary #2134, Angleton, Texas, celebrated Read 

Across America by donating gently used books to first grade 

students at Danbury Elementary School. Pictured holding their 

books, left to right, Danbury Elementary School Principal Jennifer 

Williams; Recording Secretary Ann Geissen; Assistant Principal 

Stephanie Corbell; and Regent Blanca Ochoa.

NEW YORK JUNIORS VISIT NURSING  
HOME RESIDENTS
Members of JCDA Court Madonna in Port Jervis, New York (sponsored 

by Court Madonna #114, Port Jervis, New York) heard that the 

residents of St. Joseph’s Place, a local nursing home, were suffering 

from pandemic fatigue. They immediately took it upon themselves 

to cheer the residents up, while at the same time doing something 

nice for the healthcare workers at the hospital. Court members 

made beaded suncatchers and handmade cards for each of the 

residents and cards for the hospital staff. Hospital administrator 

Sophie Crawford-Rosso visited the Juniors during their May meeting 

and thanked them for their cards and gifts. Sophie encouraged 

them to study and learn as much as they can. She can be seen in 

the photo in the middle, back row, with the sponsors and the Juniors 

holding their lovely cards and suncatchers.

UNIQUE CELEBRATION OF JCDA DAY BY 
TEXAS COURT
JCDA Court Immaculate Heart of Mary, sponsored by Court 

Immaculate Heart of Mary #2540, McAllen, Texas, celebrated 

National JCDA Day on two separate days. A Corporate Communion 

was held on Saturday at the 5:30 PM Vigil Mass, con-celebrated by 

Parochial Pastor Rev. Andy Gutierrez and Parochial Vicar Rev. Joe 

Hernandez. JCDA President Carolina Castillo led the JCDA girls with 

the Joyful Mysteries of the Holy Rosary prior to Mass. McAllen Mayor 

Jim Darling signed a Proclamation declaring this day “JCDA Day.” 

Court Chaplain Deacon Luis Trevino read the Proclamation to the 

congregation after Mass. Afterwards, the girls were honored with 

JCDA pins and merit bracelets which were blessed by Father Joe. 

The JCDA celebration continued on Sunday. Father Andy was present 

and blessed the food and gifts. Carolina Castillo coordinated games, 

presentation of gifts and snack time. The afternoon was filled with 

fun games that included Saint Bingo and bible scripture charades. 

Game prizes included religious medals and party favors. In the 

photo the juniors pause for a photo in church.
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CONTEST WINNER AWARDED BY TEXAS COURT
Court Sacred Heart of Mother Teresa #2570, Flatonia, Texas, 

awarded AnaLyn Kozelsky with a check for her two first place 

entries in the National CDA Education Contest. AnaLyn entered the 

Essay and Poetry Categories in Division 3 (Grades 9-12). This 

year’s theme was “Let all you do be done with Love,” 1 Cor16:14. 

Pictured, left to right, Education Contest Chair Kathleen Svatek, 

AnaLyn (accepting check) and Treasurer Karen Novak.

IOWA ANNOUNCES EDUCATION  
CONTEST WINNERS 
Court Our Lady of Good Counsel #216, Fort Dodge, Iowa, 

announced its State Education Contest Winners. They are, left to 

right, Jihyo “Irene” Son, Kara McGonegle, Nora Kate O’Connor and 

Maggie Lennon. “Congratulations,” Regent Christina Rosch said, 

“to these St. Edmond Students!!”

EASTER EGG HUNT BY MINNESOTA JUNIORS
JCDA Court St. Maria in Wilmont, Minnesota, hosted the first and 

what will hopefully become an annual Easter Egg Hunt in April. 

Due to the pandemic, some of the activities they had previously 

planned had to be cancelled, but the Juniors still wanted to do 

something as a group for the community. Theresa Steve, Regent of 

sponsoring Court Madonna #839, Wilmont, Minnesota, explains. 

“Wilmont is a very small community and hasn’t had a local egg 

hunt in some years, so this was the perfect opportunity to be 

together outside in the fresh air. The Minnesota weather even 

cooperated!! The girls packed eggs at their March meeting and 

made plans for extra games for the kids to play when the egg 

hunt was over. Children could participate in a “guess how many 

jellybeans” game, hop like a bunny (sack races), egg and spoon 

race, bean bag toss, and pin the tail on the bunny. The picture 

shows the young children with their pails hard at work looking for 

those Easter eggs!

SCHOLARSHIPS ANNOUNCED BY TEXAS COURT
Court St. Ann Mother of Mary #2649, La Vernia, Texas, announced 

its three 2021 scholarships winners. Each of the recipients, seen 

in the photo, will receive $1000 to be used toward their continued 

education in the fall at a college of their choice. Kolban Mills will 

attend the University of Texas, Austin, to study Political Science 

and Pre-Law. Kristyn Swize plans to attend Texas A&M with 

studies in Business/Finance. Emily Reinhard will attend Schreiner 

University to study Nursing. 
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Love Never Fails: 
Living the Catholic Faith in Our Daily Lives
By Bishop Donald Hying
(Ignatius Press, San Francisco, CA 2021)

I
n this inspiring book, the author – Bishop of Madison, 

Wisconsin – tackles the questions and challenges that 

confront faithful people as they attempt to live a Christ-
centered life. This is a book to rekindle faith; its style is 
warm, down-to-earth and accessible, and its overall 
message is one of hope. 

Bishop Hying has had a very broad pastoral experience, 

serving in diocesan parishes, mission work in the Dominican 

Republic and as rector at Saint Francis de Sales Seminary 

in Milwaukee. He draws on the depth and fullness of his 

experience in this book, which contains short chapters of 

his reflections on topics ranging from gratitude to holy 

baptism to St. Mother Teresa of Calcutta to the joy of service 

to faithful citizenship. 

In his preface, the bishop states, “I love the idea that my 

life is a romantic adventure, a marriage of my soul to God, 

that my days and years are a gradual unfolding of the Lord 

and me growing ever more comfortable with each other, that 

the meaning of my life is mysteriously eternal and knowingly 

transparent in the immediacy of the present moment.” In a 

chapter called “Everything Is a Gift from the Father,” he 

writes that we are “all players in god’s big love story, and that 

is where Jesus comes in.” Jesus’ whole life was a gift to the 

human race—the example of perfect love. 

The book is divided into three parts. The first part addresses 

the sacramental and personal aspects of God’s love for 

us, while the second focuses on how God’s love is revealed 

through service to others. The third part explores how God’s 

love is revealed in the liturgical year of the church, including 

Advent, Christmas, Lent, Easter, Pentecost, Marian devotion, 

All Saints’ Day, and All Souls’ Day. Since the book is a collection 

of short chapters with reflections on different subjects, it does 

not have to be read sequentially. Readers can select specific 

topics from the contents pages and read around. 

Bishop Hying is very affirming when writing about the 

love we give to others through our acts of service. “Is there a 

greater gift that we can offer another than to share our faith in 

Jesus Christ and the love in our hearts?” he asks. “As the Body 

of Christ, we serve the dignity of everyone, recognizing the 

flicker of that divine spark that burns in every heart and mind. 

Mercy calls us to sacrifice ourselves for the sake of those near 

and far who are starving for food, love, and joy.” 

Since I had met Saint Mother Teresa at the Basilica of the 

National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in Washington, 

D.C., I was especially interested in the bishop’s reflective 

chapter on her. He writes that one of her first encounters in the 

streets was with a dying man who was filthy, partially eaten by 

rats and left in a gutter like garbage. Mother Teresa picked him 

up, cradled him in her arms and took him to a hospital. Before 

he died, the man asked Mother Teresa why she was caring for 

him so tenderly. She replied, “Because I love you. Because I 

see Jesus in you.” 

In a chapter called “Illuminate the Darkness,” the bishop 

discusses Archbishop Saint Oscar Romero and Dorothy 

Day, two modern Catholic examples of devotion in applying 

the Gospel to poverty and injustice. He describes how 

Oscar Romero, “a timid and shy churchman,” became the 

archbishop of El Salvador during that country’s violent 

civil war in the 1970s. Romero, who was transformed into a 

courageous prophet calling for peace and an end to violence 

and oppression, was murdered by government soldiers while 

celebrating Mass in 1980.

Dorothy Day turned away from her life as an agnostic 

and founded the Catholic Worker Movement, establishing 

hospitality houses where “Catholics lived together in voluntary 

poverty and served the neediest through the corporal works of 

mercy.” She also became a pacifist who “spoke out fearlessly 

against war and violence.” 

Today more than ever, we need voices like the author’s 

that celebrate the great gift of being loved unconditionally by 

God. Bishop Hying’s book makes the point that because we 

are loved so extravagantly, we are empowered to love others. 

“May each of our lives help heal this broken world that God 

holds so close and has already redeemed,” he writes. 

Reviewed by  
Peggy Eastman
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The life of Christ was a story of perfect faith 
and humility. He healed the sick, blessed 
the children, and prepared our path to the 
“streets paved with gold.”  Truly, His love is 
everlasting! Now, a one-of-a-kind sculptural 
masterpiece inspired by Thomas Kinkade’s 
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Christ in astounding 3-D sculpture. 
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      Mahogany-finished wooden base  

with golden plaque includes words  
from Scripture

Exceptional value;  
satisfaction guaranteed

Strong demand is expected, so order now 
at $129.99*, payable in three installments 
of $43.33 each, the first due before 
shipment. Your purchase is backed by 
our unconditional, 365-day money-back 
guarantee so there’s no risk. Send no 
money now, but don’t wait! Just mail the 
Reservation Application today.

©2021 Thomas Kinkade    
©2021 BGE   01-17318-001-BILR2

Life of Christ  
Masterpiece sculpture 

Impressively  

sized at one foot 

high

YES.  Please reserve The Life of Christ Masterpiece 
Sculpture Inspired by Thomas Kinkade for me as 
described in this announcement. 
Please Respond Promptly

*Plus a total of $18.99 shipping and service; see bradfordexchange.com. 
Limited-edition presentation restricted to 120 casting days. Please allow 4-6 
weeks after initial payment for shipment. Sales subject to product availability 
and order acceptance. 

RESERVATION APPLICATION  
SEND NO MONEY NOW

Where Passion Becomes Art

The Bradford Exchange
9345 Milwaukee Avenue, Niles, IL  60714-1393

ORDER AT BRADFORDEXCHANGE.COM/17318

Mrs. Mr. Ms.
                                                         Name (Please Print Clearly)

Address

City

State                                            Zip

Email (optional)
 01-17318-001-E50381
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YOU CAN HELP RESCUE CATHOLIC VOCATIONS!

 “We Urge You to Support Laboure, 
One of our National Projects”  

– Sherry Nilles, National Regent

Please Help This Worthy Cause!
A Gift of Any Amount Today Will Help Labouré Deliver New Vocations to the Catholic Church!

The Catholic Daughters are proud that Labouré is a valued National Project

Visit: https://rescuevocations.org/give/support-laboure/
Or send your gift to: Labouré, 1365 Corporate Center Curve, Suite 104, Eagan, MN 55121

CD-4-2021

RescueVocations.org 651.295.2548

10 West 71st St.
New York, NY 10023




