40 YEARS
A LOOK BEHIND THE SCENES

I have a memory from childhood vacations.
Heading South on I-95, starting in Virginia,
an endless stream of billboards promoted
the incredible delights awaiting us at a place
called “South of the Border.” As a kid I thought
this place must be amazing because of all the
billboards. Well, it turns out the place wasn’t all
that it was cracked up to be.
How many of us have been fooled by “attractive”
advertising claims or a slick package? The same
can be said when it comes to our faith and the
allure of worldly things versus the things of above.
As I reflect over the past 40 years, the most
impressive and graced part of our Brotherhood’s
life and mission has taken place “behind the
scenes.” Most people and students get to know us
primarily through our young adult and college
missions. They see what we do but not our
hidden life together as Brothers.
If it weren’t for this deep and abundant spiritual
and relational life in our homes, there would
not have been any fruitful missions for our
Brotherhood over these past 40 years. Our secret
sauce, so to speak, is “that we are a family in the
order of grace.” The bonds that join us together
as Brothers are supernatural. Coming home at
the end of a mission day is coming home to a
place where the peace and presence of Christ are
tangibly felt.
The Temple of the ancient Israelites was divided
by a veil. The place where God was most
present was in the Holy of Holies. Our lives of
Brotherhood at home are something like this:
each day we Brothers pass through a veil, either
leaving a world that mostly rejects God, or going
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back out to a world that needs to experience the
life that only Jesus can provide. Without our life
of Brotherhood in Christ, we could not have
continued and expanded our missions over the
past 40 years.

Psalm 133 proclaims, “Behold how good and
pleasant it is when brothers live together in
unity . . . for there the Lord commands His
blessing . . . life forevermore . . . .”
This blessing that the Lord commands upon our
life as Brothers is the cornerstone that has united
us for the last 40 years. It is the hidden grace
that fills our hearts in such a way that we must
share this blessing with the world around us. This
supernatural bond as consecrated Brothers is an
anchor that has held us fast to each other and to
Christ as we have endured many storms over the
years.
In these days of COVID-19, where so much is
uncertain, we Brothers want to bear witness to
this unbreakable bond in Christ that is stronger
than all pandemics combined and is the true
source of hope for all of us.
On behalf of all of the Brothers, we are overjoyed
and grateful for your prayers and support
throughout our first 40 years of serving the Lord.
As His grace continues to bless our Brotherhood,
we pray for all of you, our family in Christ.
Together we are renewing the Church!

Br. Kenneth Apuzzo, BH
General Superior
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September 14, 2020
Feast of the Triumph of the Cross
Dear Father Philip, Brother Ken, and Brothers of Hope,
Allow me this opportunity to share my greetings and best wishes as you celebrate the 40th
Anniversary of the Brotherhood of Hope.
The inspiration of Fr. Philip to gather with a small group to establish a fraternal community has
led to one of the most successful programs of evangelization for college and university students and young
professionals, the future hope of the Church. In addition to this ministry, the Brotherhood provides the
Universal Church the service of international mission programs from the colleges and universities.
The Archdiocese of Boston is blessed to be the canonical home of the Brotherhood and by the
success of your ministry at Northeastern University, now extended to several other campuses through the
Hope for Undergraduates in Boston (HUB) initiative. We are grateful for the service of your three priests
incardinated in the Archdiocese, who have served on our seminary faculties, in the Archdiocesan Curia, and
in the Holy See.
It is now well established that your witness of community life lived in vows provides a strong
foundation for renewing the vocation of religious brothers. The continued growth of your community
throughout the United States validates that young people yearn for the spiritual stability and clarity in the
contemporary environment where transitory social developments leave them confused, uncertain and
unfulfilled. Also, it is notable that more than 100 alumni of your ministry programs have entered seminary
or religious formation programs. We give thanks for this gift to the Church.
Be assured of my prayers on this anniversary and that the Archdiocese of Boston looks forward to
ongoing collaboration with the Brotherhood, to the glory of God.
Asking God’s blessings on you and all the members of the community, I remain,
Devotedly yours in Christ,

CARDINAL SEÁN O’MALLEY
Archbishop of Boston
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+BISHOP ANDREW COZZENS

Archdiocese of St. Paul & Minneapolis

(Photo Credit: Dave Hrbacek/The Catholic Spirit)

The Church has been blessed by the
Charism of the Brotherhood of Hope
these past 40 years. The witness of a life
completely consecrated to God lived joyfully in the
midst of college campuses has impacted thousands of
lives bringing the hope of Christ to the next generation.
Thank you for accompanying our young people in
their search for God and revealing to them the beauty
of our Catholic Faith. I pray that your numbers may
continue to grow as your work is needed now more
than ever. May you bear abundant fruit by being ever
more faithful to Christ’s call.
+BISHOP WILLIAM A. WACK, CSC
Diocese of Pensacola-Tallahassee

Greetings in the Risen Lord! I write
to congratulate you on the 40th
anniversary of the founding of the
Brotherhood of Hope, and to thank you for
your beautiful service to the Church and to our world.
In my three years as bishop of this diocese, I have been
privileged to work alongside several members of the
Brotherhood of Hope. These are some of the most
joyful and faith-filled men I have ever met, and this is
why so many people (young and old) delight in their
ministry and presence. The Brothers are responding to
the invitation to take up the New Evangelization called
for by our Church (and Jesus Christ) today. Even as
I minister with them in the diocese, I have much to
learn from their charism and their way of life.
I am deeply grateful for the presence of the Brothers in
our diocese. Congratulations to all.
SR. MARIAN BATHO, CSJ
Delegate for Religious
Archdiocese of Boston
2001 - 2018

Congratulations on your 40th
Anniversary! Praise God for the
Brotherhood of Hope! Praise God for your
generous and enthusiastic yes to God’s invitation
to serve the Church. Your zeal for bringing all to

a deeper encounter with Jesus is palpable on every
campus where you minister. Attending a Praise and
Worship event sponsored by the Brothers is always an
experience of “the Joy of the Gospel” and an invitation
to deeper conversion.
I am so grateful to God for the blessing of knowing
you. At a time when consecrated men and women
have been invited to renew their dedication to their
respective vocations and service to the Church, the
witness of your lives of consecration is inspiring.
From the time I first met you until this moment of the
celebration of your 40th anniversary, I have treasured
our friendship in the Lord and the privilege of working
closely with you. May God continue to bless all that
you are and do. Happy Anniversary!
DR. MARY HEALY

Professor of Sacred Scripture
Sacred Heart Seminary Detroit, Michigan
Author, speaker and member of the
Pontifical Biblical Commission

Congratulations, Dear Brothers!
It has been a privilege to know you for most of these
forty years and witness your love for Christ, your
humble service, your zeal to evangelize, and your
faithful perseverance through many trials. It was a
special joy to be with you last summer and see your
fervor in the Holy Spirit! May God continue to be
glorified in your lives.
+BISHOP JOHN NOONAN
Diocese of Orlando

On the fortieth anniversary of
the Brotherhood of Hope, you are
called to bring His Peace to the many
people of the earth. You have done that
well through Catholic Campus Ministry by cherishing
the gift of our young people and nurturing them to
understand the Peace of His redemption—offered
through such marvelous love for the people.
Thank you for bringing His Peace to each one. By your
goodness, at the name of Jesus may every knee bend,
of those in heaven and on earth and under the earth.

5

WHY A NEW RELIGIOUS COMMUNITY?

FR . PHIL IP M E R DIN G E R , B H
OUR FOUNDER

“

Quite
simply,
the Lord
wanted it...

Above: Celebrating the lifelong
commitment of our founding Brothers
- (L to R) Br. Stephen Quense, Fr. Philip
Merdinger, Br. Paul Helfrich and Br.
John Murphy in September 1985.
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On the 14th of September 1980, five single men and
a Catholic priest knelt before the altar of a convent
chapel in New Jersey. In the presence of witnesses,
these men vowed their lives to form a new
community of Brothers for the sake of a life and of a
mission primarily to the university world.
To give all the details of that action would fill to
overflowing the limits of this piece. Rather, I’d like
to explore the question a bit of “Why?” Why would
these young men pursue consecration as Brothers?
Why was their focus on a “life” as much as on a
“mission”? And why the mission to the university as
a specifically Catholic Brotherhood?
Quite simply, the Lord wanted it, and made His
intention known to me in a way I could never fully
grasp, but had to recognize and obey – or not. The
many details surrounding that decision are available
elsewhere, and were it not for the lack of space, it
would certainly merit retelling many times over.
But, in the end, it was quite simple: I had but to
obey – or not.
Along the way we were favored with many
resources both personal and ecclesiastical, but it

still had to be undertaken – or not. The basic elements
for a new foundation are unequivocal: an inspiration,
a willingness on the part of others to follow that
inspiration, and the discernment of Mother Church
particularized in a Bishop who would undertake to care
for us and our development. We were blessed with all
these elements.
Why Religious Brothers only? As a priest, together with
community members, two of whom were ordained, we
pondered and discerned this issue for at least five years.
But it became clear what the Lord intended: Religious
Brothers vowed to a life in common and to a mission to
the university. Their very identity as Brothers would
shape and form that life and mission in a particular kind
of way.
For the mission, lay Brothers have a singular ability to
penetrate the often closed, alien and secularized world of
the university, and their ability to do this in an ongoing
persistent way was fueled by a community life that is
close-lived as a family in the order of grace. And besides,
as we now know 40 years later, this is what the Lord had
always intended from the beginning. He now sustains us
day by day not only with His love and compassion for us
as sinful men, but with that intention.
The Brothers are by now vastly experienced in our
“trade,” so to speak, but it is Mother Church who must
decide how well we advance her life and mission. It
is to advance and to support her that we have chosen
to commit ourselves – our lives and all our resources.
Our desire to build up the kingdom of God on earth is
advanced by our contributions to her life and mission.
We do not separate Gospel from Church! It is our dearest
hope to be successful in that decision.
What else can we do, dear reader, than to be immensely
grateful for the past 40 years, with its ups and downs, its
achievements and disappointments? We beg the Holy
Spirit to correct and purify, but also to further reveal
other steps in that fidelity which lie before us. As this
process moves ahead, we count, dear friends, most
heavily on your sustaining love, prayers and gifts as we
partner together toward that future, which the Father of
Lights has prepared for us.
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THENNOW
&

Enjoy this glimpse of special moments of our history!
L IF E-CHA N G IN G CON V E R SI ON

A NEW B ROT H ERH O OD

THEN: In 1975, Fr. Philip (our founder)

THEN: In 1980, five men joined Fr. Philip to

experiences a deep conversion to Jesus Christ
after being prayed over by lay people for his
baptism in the Holy Spirit.

start a “brotherhood” in the People of Hope
family community.
NOW: We have 25 Brothers serving on five

Amanda Grace Photography

campuses and in other missions.

NOW: Our Brothers bring that same deep

WORK A ND M I SSI ON
THEN: For over a decade we mainly worked

secular jobs (ex. as a lawyer, teachers, engineers,
landscapers, even starting our own painting
businesses), while doing ministry on the side.

conversion to many young people and students
around the country.
N ETWORK OF COMMU N IT IES
THEN: We were influenced by the Servants of the

Word brotherhood and the People of Hope family
community, both of whom emerged from a larger
movement of communities.
NOW: We have reconnected with this global

‘community of communities’ – the Sword of the
Spirit – and are privileged to help advance its
international mission.

NOW: We serve the Lord full time – primarily in

campus ministry.

P ERP ET U A L C O M M I T M EN T
THEN: In 1985, our founding members made

their lifelong commitments.

NOW: Two more Brothers are preparing for their

perpetual vows, bringing us to 20 Brothers who
are consecrated forever, five in temporary vows,
and another 20 in initial formation.
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RU TGERS O U TR E A CH
THEN: In the mid-1980s we started a chapter

of University Christian Outreach (UCO) at
Rutgers. We did this ecumenical outreach for
nearly 10 years.

NOW: A later version of those documents was

approved in the Archdiocese of Boston, where we
have the support and oversight of Cardinal Seán
O’Malley.
S ERV I NG FLORI DA
THEN: In 1992, we received an invitation to serve

in the diocese of Pensacola-Tallahassee.

NOW: In 2017, we opened our fifth campus

ministry at the University of Central Florida, while
our ministry at Florida State University continues
to thrive.
NOW: We’re back at Rutgers where our campus

ministry began, but this time as Catholic
Brothers representing the Church.
HEART OF TH E CH U R CH

H EA D Q U A RT ERS B O STON
THEN: In 1995, we moved to Boston, trying

out new evangelistic efforts in the archdiocese.
Eventually we were entrusted with campus ministry
at Boston University.

THEN: In 1988, our mission came into greater

focus when we sensed God calling us to serve
“in the heart of the Church.” One way we
responded was by sending two members to
Rome for advanced studies in theology.

NOW: Cardinal Seán encouraged us to expand our

NOW: Our confrere Monsignor Bob Oliver

serves in the Vatican. He first was summoned
by Pope Benedict XVI, and then by Pope Francis
to serve the Church’s international mission.
CON SECRATE D L IF E
THEN: It took several years to discern God’s

call to pursue religious life. This was expressed
in the early 1990s when we drafted our first
canonical documents and we began wearing
habits.

mission to serve students on multiple campuses
in the city through our HUB outreach based at
Northeastern University.

“

God First,
God Alone.
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REFLECTIONS FROM OUR FRIENDS
We are deeply grateful for your support and prayers over the years.
Together we are renewing the Church!

It has been one of the great joys of my life in
evangelistic work on college campuses to have
the opportunity to partner with the Brothers.
The Brothers are one of the new movements
inspired by the Holy Spirit for this day and
truly a sign of ‘hope’ in the Church today.
GORDY DEMARAIS

President and Founder, Saint Paul’s Outreach

I know that I owe my life and my “yes” to the
Brotherhood of Hope. I could give Him all
of me because I first saw them give all. The
Brothers are the living presence in my life
of the radical and all sufficient Love of God.
When I see what God has done in me through
them, I say with Jesus, “Father, they are your
gift to me.”
SR. GIANNA MARA LEMIRE
Missionary Sister in Peru
Alum, Florida State

Sr. Gianna (Lower Left) and members of the Family of Jesus community.
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As a rabbi working with Jewish students at
Rutgers, one of the favorite parts of my job
is working with the Brothers at the Catholic
Center. We have developed deep friendships,
prayed together, and honored each other’s
traditions through celebrations, study and
greeting cards. I cherish the relationships I
have built with the Brothers and that we have
been able to build among our students.
RABBI ESTHER REED
Rutgers Hillel

(L to R) Rabbi Esther Reed, Fr. Peter Cebulka, C.O., and Br. Joe at Rutgers.

My daughter was influenced by the Brothers
while attending Northeastern from 2006-2010.
Br. Joe was instrumental in meeting her where
she was and helping her discover her own faith.
Since then, my husband and I have hosted
many Brothers in our home as they travel cross
country during the summer. Each time they
leave us with so much more than we gave them.
CONNIE STERBENZ
Parent, Topeka, KS

As I reflect on the 40th anniversary of the
Brotherhood I am reminded of a profound
event that took place in my life, ironically –
about 40 years ago. It was sophomore year in
college and I received a call from a young law
student named Paul who invited me to walk
through a course with him called “The Life in
the Spirit Seminar.” Something inside of me
pushed me to say “yes.”
My relationship with the Brotherhood spans
four decades. Through my college roommate,
Br. Ken Apuzzo, I met the Brothers in 1980
and became an associate in 1981. Although the
Lord called me to married life, the time with
the Brothers helped me grow as a Catholic
man. My wife Christina and I worked with the
Brothers in the late 1980s to form University
Christian Outreach (UCO) at Rutgers. Last
year our son Br. Martin professed first vows
with the Brothers. We couldn’t be happier.
MARTY BUGANSKI

Senior Coordinator of the People of Hope

“

I look back on that moment of my life as
an inflection point where my Catholic faith
became more alive.
Over the last several years my wife Debbie and
I have had the good fortune of reconnecting
with and supporting the Brotherhood of Hope.
And that young lawyer Paul became Fr. Paul
Helfrich 20 years ago! Thank you, Fr. Paul, for
picking up the phone 40 years ago and inviting
this young college student into a deeper
relationship with the Lord!
BRENDAN FLOYD

Hope Expansion Council

They introduced me
to the love of Christ.

As a lifelong Catholic school student, I knew
transferring to Northeastern my sophomore
year would be filled with change. I wondered
if my faith, which had always been pretty
solid, would somehow be challenged at a
secular school. The answer was yes. It was very
much challenged, in ways I never anticipated.
Ironically, it was at this secular school that the
Brotherhood of Hope challenged my faith, and
ignited in me the desire to want even more
from my relationship with God. I will forever
be grateful for what the Brothers, especially Br.
Joe, Br. John, and Fr. Philip, have given me.
ABBEY SULLIVAN
Alum, Northeastern

“

I owe my life and
my “yes” to the
Brotherhood of
Hope.
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The Brotherhood of Hope made Boston a
home for me.
SYLVIE

Alum, Northeastern

I loved going to the Lord’s Day celebration at
the Brothers’ house just off campus at Seton
Hall. It helped feed my eventual vocation to the
priesthood. Br. Joe Donovan took me under his
wing and helped change my life. I am eternally
grateful.
FR. PETER IDLER
Millville, NJ

Those years at Rutgers with the Brothers and
UCO changed me forever.
HEATHER LANGTON
Alum, Rutgers

I would like to offer my heartfelt prayers and
congratulations to the Brotherhood of Hope
for 40 years of transforming the lives of college
students in helping them experience the love of
Jesus Christ.
MICHAEL ST. PIERRE

Director, Catholic Campus Ministry Association

Nineteen years ago, I was a student at FSU
in Tallahassee pursuing a degree in Acting
when Br. Allen invited me to join the Catholic
Student Union choir, which propelled me
into meeting a group of people who changed
my life. I returned to Confession on retreats
offered by the Brothers at CSU, met my
future husband, and did an internship with
the Brotherhood of Hope the year after I
graduated. Br. Sam’s formation and mentoring
through the internship still impacts my work
in parish ministry, their energy and joy is
infectious, and I’m forever grateful to God for
their work.
EVIE DAY

Alum, Florida State

As a Catholic man I am inspired by each
Brother’s love for the Lord, His children and
one another.
RJ DOURNEY

Evie Day (Back Row, Center) at an FSU retreat with classmates and Br. Sam.

Hope Expansion Council

“

I’m forever
grateful to God
for their work.
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Your work in evangelization and discipleship
is unparalleled. May we keep on loving and
serving the Lord, as long as He gives us breath
and strength.
LAURIE A. MANHARDT, PHD
Author, Catholic Bible Study

The Brothers were always available to any need
I had raising my sons and I will always be
eternally grateful for being blessed by our God
to have the Brothers in my life. I was never
blessed to have a brother in my family but
instead God gave me the “Brotherhood.” Who
could ask for more?
CAROL PAWLOWSKI
Hillsborough, NJ

The work of the Brotherhood in campus
evangelization is profoundly impactful – the
lives of thousands of young people have been
changed through personal encounters with
Christ, encounters that have been fostered and
nurtured by the Brotherhood of Hope.

The Brothers were a great example of what it
truly is to be a man of God.
DANIEL CHEDID
Alum, Rutgers

At its core, the Brotherhood is an organization
of deep fraternity and prayer. I am inspired by
the depth and joyfulness with which they fulfill
their charism and am proud to be a supporter
and benefactor.
JOHN CORCORAN
Hope Expansion Council

“

You are that
witness to us all.

In every case the impact of their ministry has
been profound. Many of the priests under 45
in our diocese have been inspired and initially
formed at FSU by the Brotherhood of Hope.
There are religious Sisters and Brothers who
have heard the call through their ministry.
There are holy marriages and families, and
leaders of ministries that have been inspired
and formed through their ministry, as well. The
respect for the Catholic Church among other
Christians in this community has also been
enriched by the Brothers outreach.
DR. BOB SCHUCHTS
John Paul II Healing Center
Tallahassee, FL

At the height of my professional achievements,
I received a note that my father sent as he was
battling Parkinson’s and was coloring to work
on his motor skills. All it said was, “Worry
Less Pray More” based on Philippians 4:6-7.
Amazingly it took my earthly father to send a
message that my heavenly Father has always
made clear in scripture that when God is first...
all you need is God alone! A strong reminder
for all of us to be that witness to our brothers
and sisters.
To the Brotherhood of Hope...you are that
witness to us all. God Bless your 40 years and
many more in service to the Lord.
MARK SERVODIDIO
Hope Expansion Council
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I met Br. Ken in the fall of my sophomore year
in 1984 while he was doing campus ministry
in Ann Arbor. Although Br. Ken moved back
to New Jersey after that semester to start up
his work at Rutgers, he left a lasting impact on
me and we have kept up the relationship ever
since.
The Brotherhood is all about offering college
students in the midst of darkness the reason to
“hope” for their future. Thirty-six years after
meeting Br. Ken, I am still grateful that he
called me on to our life of hope!
PETER BENEDETTO
Hope Expansion Council

A closer look shows a moose standing between our Brothers!

After graduating, I moved away from the
Boston area and visited the Catholic Center
at Northeastern on a whim about a year later.
I missed my old “home” and figured I would
drop in. When I walked in and saw Br. Jason,
he smiled widely as if he had been waiting for
me the whole time and gave me a hug saying,
“I’m so glad to see you back home.” This
moment, for me, speaks deeply to how the
Brotherhood of Hope lives out their vocation;
not only creating a home for college students,
but rather a family that spans generations of
people who seek the Lord together.
MAGGIE HARK
Alum, Northeastern

I know and love Jesus because you taught me
all about Him! Still learning about Him every
day. After 20 years, I cannot find better than
you!! They say save the best for last. Not true.

We met the Brothers when they came to
Pensacola. I was barely holding onto a thread
of life. One of the Brothers left a note on
my car windshield that read, Philippians 4:4
“Rejoice in the Lord always....” That scripture
changed my life. I HAD to rejoice in the Lord
for everything: the good and the bad. I did and
peace like I’ve never known came. Amen!!!!

JANINE CANNIZZARO

DOREA ARGUELLES

Alum, Boston Young Adults

“

I am inspired
by all of the
Brothers.
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Saint Paul, MN

The apostolate of the Brotherhood of Hope has
been extraordinary for my spiritual journey. I
am inspired by all of the Brothers.
KATHRYN LUPPI
Clarence Center, NY

I say again today what I have often said; clearly
these Brothers are among the finest men that
I have had the privilege to know. Their impact
on my life is both personal and profound.
Over time I have seen them dynamically share
the love of Christ with thousands of people,
spreading the gospel in a world desperately in
need of God’s presence.
MIKE YACONE
Alum, Rutgers

Ten years ago, I joined Florida State’s
Catholic Student Union not knowing what
my encounter with the Brotherhood of Hope
would bring. In total they amount to an
invaluable gift; I know my identity in Christ
and how to pursue Him all of my life.
JENNIFER HEINLEIN
Alum, Florida State

I will say that for the past 23+ years, the
Brothers have remained important members
of our family, each special in their own way. Br.
Ken Sr. was there for me when my own father
passed and became a second father/friend
I would turn to. He was a compassionate,
loving friend and mentor. Br. Stephen, wise to
the ways of teens, prayed for us and our girls
as they faced their challenges of growing in
faith and into young adults. He taught me the
meaning of “place them in the hands of God”
and believing it! Fr. Paul and all the Brothers
I was blessed to work alongside during their
years of ministry at Boston University played
an important role in my life and were a

wonderful example to my girls during family
visits! We remain blessed to still refer to them
as family and friends. May God continue to
place you in the lives of many families young
and old! We thank you!
FRANCES BOUCHER
Litchfield, NH

The Brothers have left an indelible mark
on our family. Br Jason showed us that true
commitment means hundreds of dorm visits
to find the one student ready to respond to
God’s call. Br. Sam showed us how taking the
risk to trust others in the community is lifegiving to all, and how to make an acronym for
everything. You all celebrated with us at our
engagement and wedding (where Br. Parker
deeply proclaimed the readings) and Fr. Paul
showed us true friendship when he gave up
his Saturday morning to be with us while
we buried our miscarried child. You have
encouraged us in our love of Christ and each
other, calling us more and more into the deep.
BRITA AND DAVE VITELLO
Alumni, Northeastern

With great joy, I express my love and respect
for the Brothers. Their eyes have been fixed
on the Lord for the entire 40+ years I have
known them. Much credit goes to Fr. Philip,
the founder whom the Lord gave the vision for
what the Brotherhood of Hope could become.
The Lord has truly blessed the Brothers and
they in turn have brought so many young
people to Jesus on many campuses across the
country.
Forty years is a long time, Brothers. You have
stood the test of time. The Lord must be very
pleased. May God continue to use you in
bringing young men and women to His Son for
years to come.
JIM MANHARDT
Vero Beach, FL
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WHAT IS
BROTHERHOOD?
B R . PATRICK R E IL LY, BH

People often ask me, “What is a Brother?” I like to turn
that question around and ask, “What is brotherhood?”

“

In today’s secular society, brotherhood is most often
associated with a group of men bound together by a
common cause. We see it in sports and the military,
but it’s becoming harder to find examples of genuine
brotherhood today.

What continues
to sustain us
throughout our
40 years as a
Brotherhood is
the true source
of life — Jesus
Christ.

In the Catholic Church, the vocation to religious
brotherhood is one of the oldest vocations we have.
Our commitment to being men joined together on a
mission is expressed in our name. There aren’t a lot of
Brotherhoods in the Church, but that is definitely who
we are.
And we’re certainly not gathered around a sports team.
What continues to sustain us throughout our 40 years
as a Brotherhood is the true source of life — Jesus
Christ. We believe that Jesus is enough for us. Our
simple and celibate lives witness to this fact. And we
believe the Lord has this unique calling — not only for
us, but for other men as well.
A VO C AT I ON TO RELI G I O U S L IF E
I S A RA DI C A L C A LLI NG
Perhaps the military analogy comes closest to capturing
our calling. As Brothers, we are “spiritual marines” for
the Church. Our mission to college students places
us at the front lines of spiritual battle in the New
Evangelization. We live together, pray together and
serve together under the inspiration that Jesus Christ is
All-Sufficient.
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This is our founding charism. It sustains us as we blaze the
way for this generation to renew the Church on five campuses
across the United States: Northeastern University (Boston);
Rutgers University (New Brunswick, New Jersey); Florida
State University (Tallahassee); University of Central Florida
(Orlando); and University of Minnesota (Minneapolis).
As consecrated men, we take lifelong vows of chastity, poverty
and obedience. We live as celibate Brothers because we
believe that our consecration to Jesus is enough to fulfill our
deepest desires.
DISCERN W ITH U S
Today, a number of men are exploring life in the Brotherhood
of Hope through the stages of initial formation. Our process
of formation takes about seven years. The novitiate year is the
most intensive component and the only period of full-time
formation. After that “spiritual boot camp,” Brothers typically
profess temporary vows for five years before professing
perpetual vows. They also serve in the Brotherhood’s campus
ministries during this period.
God searches for the unsatisfied, for those longing for
something more in life. And He searches for men to find
them. Men willing to give their lives over to Him, even as His
Son gave His life for us. We desire to be those men.
If you know a young man seeking Brotherhood, please encourage
him to contact Br. Patrick Reilly at bropat@brohope.net.
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A BROTHERLY
FATHER
Reflections on Br. Ken, Sr.’s
Life and Legacy
December 19, 1936 - November 23, 2005

Once my father had also become my (religious)
Brother, he and I used to go out for a very
inexpensive breakfast every Thursday morning.
Much of our conversation was about the early
days of our family life together. For me it was an
amazing gift to be able to ask any questions in
regards to all of the ups and downs of our family.
My father was incredibly open and humble in
the way he shared about times of struggle and
times of joy in our family life. I grew in immense
respect for the way that he and my mother
poured their lives out for me and my four other
siblings. I will be forever grateful for the life my
parents provided for me and the years that I
shared with my father who became my Brother!
- Br. Ken, Jr.
After his wife died, it would have been more
“reasonable” and certainly more comfortable
for Ken Sr. to have “rested on his laurels” as a
successful businessman, father and grandfather.
Yet, feeling the prompting of the Lord he chose
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instead to pursue life as a consecrated man. He then
gave himself over wholeheartedly to the life of the
Brotherhood. - Fr. Paul
Br. Ken did not shy away from challenging the men
we worked with, but it flowed out of a deep love for
them and a desire to have them come to know the
love of Jesus as Ken did. - Br. Stephen
My favorite thing I heard Ken say once when
someone was in awe of his life was this: “Don’t be
amazed at my vocation - I’ve already lived my life,
and this second vocation is God’s gift to me. Be
amazed at the younger Brothers – they gave up their
whole lives, everything for the Lord.”

“

Don’t be amazed
at my vocation —
I’ve already lived
my life, and this
second vocation is
God’s gift to me.

I continue to pray for Ken’s intercession, but it is not
with the address accorded the saints. I address him in
the way I knew him, as an older brother and friend.
My prayer simply is: “Help me out, pal….” - Br. Ted
I lived with Br. Ken for eight years, from 1997 to
2005. I miss him and I loved living life with him!
He had a great sense of humor and was an excellent
storyteller. His main pulpit to preach was often the
kitchen. He was an outstanding evangelist and had a
real heart for men. - Br. Jason
Br. Ken was an outgoing man and had a huge heart.
He was an excellent cook and often spearheaded
Thanksgiving turkey along with his ginger ale baste.
We miss him, but his presence still lives in our life
through the great memories and his evangelistic
work. - Br. Jude
There are longtime friends of the Brotherhood who
still get emotional when his name is mentioned.
There was an authenticity to Ken Sr. that was
magnetic. I think when God called him home, Ken
was ready to let go. It’s a testament to his quality and
character that nobody else was. - Br. Sam
As the first Brother to face death in confidence, he
continues to influence us with his intercession during
our own trials on earth. Without a doubt, we look
forward to being raised to perfect brotherhood and
joy with Br. Ken in eternal glory! - Br. Rahl
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RENEWING THE CHURCH
They turned me into a woman of God in just a
matter of months after being raised with zero
faith life! I nervously entered their spaghetti
supper at Boston University, and the Brothers
displayed such kindness and joy that it gave
me the courage to attend their retreat. That is
where they won me over. It was not long before
I entered their RCIA class. That Easter Vigil,
11 years ago, I entered the Catholic Church.
Their example encouraged me to start a family
ministry at my parish trying to use some of the
same approaches as the Brotherhood of Hope.
In many ways you can say that the Brotherhood
of Hope in Boston is now touching the lives of
parishioners in Southeastern PA; the ultimate
evangelization success!
CAITLIN FANELLI

Alum, Boston University

In the truest sense of the phrase, I am eternally
grateful for the Brotherhood of Hope. They
introduced me to the love of Christ, and
without them, I might not even call myself
Catholic. Now, I am a priest and serve as
chaplain for the University of Central Florida,
once again with the Brothers. I am so blessed
to be able to continue my journey to the Lord
with them, work in ministry with them, and go
fishing with them. Thank you, Brotherhood of
Hope, for changing my life and continuing to
be there in my life as we seek the Kingdom!

FR. JOSH SWALLOWS
Alum, Florida State
UCF Chaplain
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LOOK INSIDE AND VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE STORIES OF LIVES TRANSFORMED!

